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The great State oT Iowa is the home of 

as able and valiant a band of Liberals as 
can be found in the American Republic, 
and thty liave always been loyal and gen- 
erous suii|K)rlers of the Blue Grass Blade, 
and their aid and encouragement have 
helped to win many a battle from tyranni- 
cal orthodoxy. 

At the head of the list atands the name 
In letters of light of Harrl<'t !\T. CIosz, of 
Webster City. She has for years been one 
of the Blade's ablest and most valued con- 
tribntors, and her indtructlTe, foroeftU aiid 
unanswerable articles are sought and read 
with the keenest interest. 

A heathen bible sa,\s: "All the wisdom 
of Vedas, and all that has be( n written in 
books, Is to tie- found concealed In the heart 
of a woman." This wns written ages ago 
but its truth is manifested tiodaf In the 
wisdom and courace of the women In the 
free thought movement. It Is a far cry 
from Hypafia to Elizabeth Cady Stanton, 
but the cry of great women through the 
centuries has struck the same note: Truth 
and knowledte aloae eu brtag Ubwty and 
Justice to the human race. This cry bam 
struck terror to the heart of prieatcraft, 
and well It may. for there is no other name 
under the arch of luaven save that of 
woman wherebv the world can be saved 
from superstition and slavery. Men may 
ascend the heights of reason, extort from 
mother nature her secrets, establish re- 
ligious and scientific systems, but they 
never can be just, humaiH or free until 
they are born of women, wlio have entered 
the realm of reason and paralyzed the 
power of prtMta. 

The life and labors of the Inunortal Elisa- 
beth Cady Stanton, ATarllla M. Ricker have 
had a ijowcrful inlliienec on ihe women of 
our country, whether they recognize the 
fact or not. Wbmen now freely express 
themselves on church creeds and canons 
and parley with the' preacher about scrip- 
ture texts. Women do not now consecrate 
their sons to the niini.stry. The family 
altar mihI iln' l)le-;sinK at the table are as 
much out of elate as the choir leader with 
his tuning fork and the amen corner with 
Its snoring deacon." The "Wonan't Bible," 
by Elizabeth Cady Stanton and her co- 
laborers throws a radium liKht on what the 
holy liilile teaelics about women. 

ilarriel M. Closz has probed this vital 
aubject to the quick. No American woman 
can so worthily and gracefully wear the 
mantle of Eli/.abeth Cady Stanton as Har- 
riet .M cios/. 'I'lieir minds and reasoning 
powers sceiii cM'^i ill kindred molds; logical, 
InvestigifliiiU', ( (ills; fair to oppo- 

nnlB, yet m w r ii ui aiiiiK when they have 
discovered a truth; casting down the idols 
that have held their sex in bondage; hold- 
in^ hiKh the torch of reason to guide their 
sisters. When Klizabeth Cady Stanton laid 
her armor down siu'ely this young Iowa 
woman must have picked It up and ad- 
Jnated It to her brain a9d heart. 

Harriet M. Closi comes of the sturdy 
pioneer stock that subdued the great Mid- 
dle West and made it a crowning glory of 
American civilization. In the fall of 1849 
• eowpany of avvana temlUea. with thair 



belongings In covered wagons hauled by ox 

teams, left Indiana, bound for central Iowa. 
AmoiiK them was a leii-y(>ar-old girl, Sarah 
Brewer, wlio is still living, and who is the 
mother of Harriet .M, Closz. She was da- 
prived of every advantage herself and sub- 
jected to the hardships and grinding pov- 
erty of pioneer days. In 1856 J. G. Bone- 
bright, of Illinois, removed to Iowa, and 
in IS.^S he was married to Sarah Hrewer, 
and they became the parents of si.\ chil- 
dren, of which Harriet M. Closz is one. 

These Indlaaians traveled westward for 
several weeks, crossed the Mississippi at 
Rurllngton, Iowa, and journeyed north of 
lX>s Moines never crossing a single railroad 
track In Iowa. In November, 1S49, they 
settled on the sitr of Webster City, which 
was platted by the grandfather of Harriet M. 
Closz. Now began a battle with nature 
and the pitiless elements to found a home 
and wrest subsistence from the virgin sol). 
The mother of Harriet, in her majestic 
womanhood, seif-sacrilice, sterling common 
sense, and lofty ambition, builded for aer 
ohlldreo bettar than aha knew. Sb» la one 
of the unbistorte heroines about whom the 
world is silent, yet whose services to her 
family. State and country far transcend 
those of statesmen, soldiers, politicians and 
parsons, whom the world greets with 
plause and rewards with place, i)ower, and 
pelf. To this pioneer mother I bow my 
head in reverence because her services to 
humanity eclipse those of the Napoleons, 
Wellingtons and Grants which fill tiie 
pages of history. Harriet M. Closz sa.\s 
she owes all her opportunities and useful- 
neaa In Ufa to her herola owthar and th« 
bond of love and oomradesatp between thin 
mother and daughter Is purer anil stronger 
than words <'aii exjiri'ss. 

Harriet was born in an Iowa log cabin 
during the Civil War, and she says: "To 
belivers in heredity my scrapping proclivi- 
ties are (pilte consistent with the spirit of 
till' time in which I was born. Harriet 
has wrl'ten a descriptive poem of life in 
an Iowa log cabin, so rialislic and scintil- 
lating with wit and p.itlios that the picture 
in detail is impressed on the mind. This 
poem was widely copied in ttie Western 
press, and was printed in the Blade. At 
the age of seventeen Harriet secured h<'r 
cerMficate and became a teacher. After 
teaching a short time she was married to 
Mr. Theobald Closs, who was then atatkm 
agent for the 0. 4fc N. W. Railroad, bat now 
holding a responsible and luoratiT* ppiltioa 
with the unlU4 States Moek jrirda of 
Chicago. 

Mr. Closz Is a native of Germany and 
come to the United States when seventeen 
years of age. He Is a man of wide Infor- 
mation, a thinker, student and a successful 
business man. Harriet says she "abandon- 
ed leaching to assume the role of pupil 
in the domestic school," and facetiously 
remarks "were Mr. Closz consulted would 
donbtlea* declare I bad been a disobadteat 
one, and no immediate possibility of gradn- 
ating with honors." Mrs. Closz has done 
a vast amount of literary work. She Is 
always on guard to advance the cause of 
Fraa Tbposht 



H«r first literary etforta fbnnd expres- 
sion In the home department of the Iowa 
Homestead, and so fearful was she of cen- 
sure that for years even her family did 
not know her "nom de plume." 

Pardon a personal reference to the writto 
of thl. sketch. Aside from my succeaa 
after long years of labor In the securing 
of .just iiroperty laws for the married 
\V(i!ii. n ol' Ki iitiicky to influence this blg- 
biiiiiMil l;>\va Wdiiian to become an able 
free thought writer and speaker, is the 
greatest compensation I have for my years 
of toil and sacrifice. But of thla our Har- 
riet M. clos7. shall speak for herself. In 
a private let'er she writea: 

"After writing for a long time under a 
'nom de plume' I later beoune acquainted 
with your work for free thought. I was 
seized with the desire to hold up your 
hands and how well we have succeeded to- 
gether we will let the Blade readers judge. 
I want yon to Uke to yourself the credit, 
if I am a credit, of giving me the InoentJve 
and Inspiration for what I have done, and If 
I «'ver were giv^i to thanking god for 
favors I would devoutly acknowledge 
such apiireciations for your acquaintance 
and Influence. I am not given to flattery 
but 1 want you to feel that I realize my 
obligation to you.' 

Great, indeed. Is my reward even now for 
my feeble efforts. To have helped awaken 
the genius and Industry of such a grand 
woman for the grandest of all causes is 
indeed a rich reward for the efforts of a 
life time. Harriet has broken an alabaster 
box filled with the fragrant perfumes of 
encouragement and apiireclatlon into my 
bereaved, pulsating heart. Rather a few 
words oC chsar -uid encouragement now 
while I am living, when my ears can hear 
and my heart resptmd, than eulogy and a 
wealth of floral tributes, after 1 am dead. 
Flowers on a coffin cast no fragrance back- 
ward over the weary way. 

During the absence of Editor Charles G. 
Moore In the Orient, the matter for the 
Blade was written by Dr. J. B. Wilson, 
the Nestor of the Liberal press of America; 
Harriet M. Closz, and the writer of this. 
The lamented Editor tt. I.,. CJreen, of the 
Free Thought Magazine, said of this com- 
bined effort: 'That if Kdltor Moore would 
crystaiize these writings Into book form 
It would be a better s(dh r than a book of 
travels and that he ((ireen) would carry a 
page 'ad' of such a book in his magazine. ' 

Harriet .M. Closz's pamphlet" Woman 
and Her Relation (o Ihe Church; or Canon 
Law for Women," Is ii companion work to 
the "Woman's Bible" and "Woman, Church 
and State by Matilda .loalyn Gage. Each 
contain facts that supplement the two ether 
works. Klizabeth Cady Stanton said of it: 
"It is the best brii f write-up on the sub- 
ject iliai 1 ever read." Mrs. Stanton or- 
dered hundreds of copies of It, and dis- 
tributed them among the thinking wenm 
of our country. Stanton, Oage, Ricker and 
Closz. Tliese four American women have 
probed tho deHlings of cliiistianlty with 
women and shown that ecclesiastic high- 
ways and byways ara fatM wttht injastlaa, 
disrespect, and degradtag slavery oi every 
type for women. 

These wonu'ii liavi' spoken In clarion 
tones, and ottered itroof of their statements, 
yet no clergyman or church council have 
ever yet dared to challenge their state- 
ments. Only an atfem|)t made to bar their 
works trom public libraries. One fact 
makes the system tremble flncnu comer- 
atoaa to splra and 909m, attrad pralatsa 



and rural parsons retreat in silence be- 
fore It. 

Harriet M. Olosz has been rfn industrious 
member of ihe Press Writers' Association. 
She has done much ^itins on tlM rltal 
problems of the day, and has had. a haar- 
iiiR in most of the representative papers 
in the Ignited States In controversy with 
many able writers on their solution. This 
brilliant Iowa woman has written much In 
verse and her poems have appeared In the 
leading papers and magazines of our coun- 
try. Her lines not only flow In rythmic 
Cadences, but she deals witn great ques- 
tions that leave a lasting impression on 
account of lier vivid pen portraiture. Her 
poem "The Woman's Burden" bias genuine 
merit and presents the whole woman <inea- 
tlon In a nutshell. It first appeared in 
the Chicago Chronicle and was widely 
copied and Is still being i)rlnted by metro- 
politan and rural press. "What a Ration- 
alist Would Do," "A Christian Woman," 
"Men Who Work the Farm," and "The 
Old Grindstone" are among her best poems 
and hav6 been widely read. In the near 
future Mrs. Closz will issue a volume of 
poems which will be an acquisition to 
Amrricnn literature. 

Harriet M. Closz Is also an attractive 
and Inatructlve pablle apeaker. With win- 
ning personality and an expreflslve face, 
clear cut as a cnmeo. she at once riv«ta 
the attention of lier hearers. Her voice, 
with Its semi-contralto tone, has a peculiar 
charm. Dr. Wyscarver, a savant and acien- 
tist of Cincinnati, Ohio, says that as a 
platform speaker she Is superior to most 
of the women orators of our country. Mrs. 
riosz has something to say and knows how 
to say It, and this stamps her as an orator. 
She liopes in the future to follow this line 
of work. Let us hope that she will do so, 
for she will be a tower of strength to 
the cause of Rationalism In the United 
States. 

The christian bible says: "For since by 
man came death by man also came the 
reiorreotion ot the dead.' RatlonallatB 
realise that since by woman came life, by 
wOman will the race be lifted to a higher 
life, under ttie reign of reason, and such 
women as Harriet M. Closz are hastening 
this evolntlai. 

The health of Mrs. Closz failed about 
two years ago and failing to restore it by 
many remedies she determined to try a 
protracted fast She took absolutely no 
food for forty-tlve davs. I)ul drank freely 
of water. Iler normal we ight Is IL'O jiounds 
but when she concluded her fast ' she 
weighed but 80 pounds. 8h« wm grMtlir 
benefited by this long fast, and la now re- 
stored to health and her normal weight. 

From childhood Harriet M. Closa has 
realized the majesty of Individuality, and 
her life's bane has been the Ingrained Idea 
of being suppressed by authorised agents 
of the conventional. 

Thus have all the spontaneous exprei- 
slons of nature been repressed. 

Mrs. Closz Is a strong advocate of crema- 
tion as a sanitary measure, and has written 
fine articles on this snblcct. To portray 
the life and work of tlils biilliant Iowa 
woman is impossible, as she is now In the 
heyday of womanhood. With eooTletkm 
and courage sh0 has beaten down the 
bane of coaventlonalism. She has Joined 
the select company of mental aristocrats, 
who, through struggle and war, torture 
and terror, have defied superstition and 
tyranny, with regal reason, undaunted 
faoas. and tmrMedlnc «t«p« have aaturled 
th« Has o( trMthonght, leAuMd It with 
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stars tfntll it floats In triumph from Im- 

preprnable lieiKhtP. f 

Harriet M. Closz l as hori>re<l Iowa much 
more than Iowa has taoncired her, for she 
Is still silenced oy orthodoxy, and mode 
a political outcast because^ she Is a woman. 
But t^o old regime is' passing. Before 
freetliought the columns of consi rvatism 
are retreating In dlson)ei^.' "Tlie light ot 
the world" is not Jesu* but reason, and 
when wom^n •awaken to this fact the vic- 
tory over ignorance aiul superstition will 
be won. They, will be Meeated 
"To the darkness of drtMBnland both Satan 
and iwll, V 



Reflections upon a Rebent Farewell Ser- 
mon from J. W. -Mdwuvey, by one - 
who heard It alp knew. 

(liy I.ouis rrfcher.) 

I recently heard Proflj. W. McOarvey, 
profei8fc»al theologian jtf the Bible Col- 
lege of Lexington, preacff^he first of a ser- 
ies of "Farevell" sernibns at Providence 
etntrch in Tessaiijine countv.- -a church 
that goes it alone; a mdftopoly of spirituel 
phenomena; no other CMfch of the Prot- 
estant sectarian iiersuHjBn ; no Romish 
church; no .Jewish synSgomie : no pagoda, 
no nothing: nt^ver was. desiiHi' ihf noble 
alx hundred brands of^cllglon. Perhaps 
it is well thRt none of Oe other 699 false 
faiths have ever set up.phop there to dis- 
turb their serenity and fepose. 

As 1 hoard McfJarvey forty yenrs ago for 
the first time, so I hesiiA iiiin again Sun- 
day, May 10th, nffrr over a third of a cen- 
tury, for the second time, jind T preauvM-tor 
the last time, unless nerchance I should 
butt-In to him deliverln«>ne of his series 
of farewells els<>where, ?• 

As I united with "the* church of "the" 
Word forty years ago at tlie mature age of 
12 — mark my precocity — and as I "rradm- 
trd" at 18 years from the clinrcli first call- 
ed Disciples at Antloch by "re|ierrating" 
mvself. the orthography Ixing lliat of a 
hi!;li e'Mireh dignitnrv, who iiotlded me by 
letter that If 1 didn't copn back Mavour- 
neen my immortal name wpulil be expunged 
from the church register ^iind likewise ou» 
of the T.nmb's Hook of l ife.— and as T 
didn't return to the fold .1 t"' > 1 that I can 
fake B few privileges with hese big ones 
like McGarvey who didn't' < volute and give 
tip a fat salary ro exiiound the word and 
I' tter literallw I liave, ho^. ^er. a high re- 
gard for tha- (lis.'.idivini; I'imi tcrhni Kiiard 
who held out faithful; wha fought the good 
fight, who kept the prange, cramped. 
snuaMd faith, for they ere^all gone but Mc- 
Oarvey. Thev commenced with Barton W. 
Stone, Walter Scott (no* "Hart'). .lohn 
Smith ("Raccoon"), and'A Campbell.and 
were succeeded by. Ifosdl F. Lard. Benl. 
Franklin fnot the phllosaiher). Prof. Mil- 
llgan. Bobt. Orahani, Prof. Bowman. Prof. 
Wm. Piper "Creek" spouter .Tno. W. Mc- 
Oarvey, and of a later date, Klder J. B. 
Grubbs,— all gone, save tto two latter, and 
the likes o" them, never return. 

The modern school of Opportunists hold 
what the warriors beqimthe them, — but 
(hey take' the talent aAd wrap it in a 
napkin. , 

There has been a wid4 departure. 

And the cause ot It Is s«t hard to find. 

A man appeared on thok'ipMie of reltglavB 
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To the birthplace of priestcraft your dam- 
nation bell. 
To the night of barbaric fear! 
In the sunliglii of sconce with reason for 
guide, 

On the highway of progress we will fear^ 

lessly ride, 

And the i,ar-()ii we'll leave in the rear" 
For the splendid work this woman has 
done for mental lib«ft]: the liberal world 
weaves a garland of laurel and rose, and 
presents with gnittta#» to Harriet M. 
Closs. . 

Versailles, Kentachy. 



action who took the literal Bible at what 
It says without conference, oommentUT 
creed or opinion of men; and this man 
lcK)k"d at the Bible just as the Disciples of 
Christ look, d at it when they made the 
world f.ar and tremble (i, e. their circum- 
scribed world of Virginia. Kentud^ and 
s-nne oiitlyin; rrovlnces), and Instead ot 
appropriatlug ihoir conclusions he threw 
upon the • Word ' the glorious Light of 
Common St use; of Rrason. He appeared 
and entired on "Some Mistakes ot Moaor' 
t iliitig the Pentateuch literally, and made 
the whole secular world roar to think that 
they had believed such things as "in- 
8|)ired," and as being a record ot facts in 
sacred history. 

Of (Muirse, the church survives because 
thousands of priests and preachers and 
churchmen believed as he did that this 
"SMred" book was the splendid invention 
and creation of .Jewlsii literateurs and sa. 
cred orators: s'ories, fables parables; 
best history of the Jews throughout. He 
lifted the book from the "ban" of being 
by God Almighty to be just what It Is— a 
book of morals and laws, the product ot 
men from t;enesis to Ilevelatlon, and as an 
ucquirenient of men of Immeasureable 
value to the progress of civilization. 

But Bob Ingersoll, tickling the fancy of 
the world, knockt.l hell out of the universe, 
hiaven out of its avis; overthrew the He- 
brew conception of Deity; the God Idea the 
SQUl idea. Just as easy. 

He took fear of God and hell, priest and 
pr'-acher out of the human heart and mind, 
uivtr more lo find lodgment, -and all the 
r: lined and huulanized and civilized relig- 
ious were glad ot It; fbr the Wbrd remains 
a classic for all time, like Josephus, Tacitu*, 
Homer, Shakesp.are. What a wonderful 
Iv.i-k ii It is .siudied in the light ot reasoa! 
W hai a cruel bo<jk as believed In and con- 
tr;)lled by superstition! As it Is now, a 
book of liberty, justice, mercy; as It was, 
ii cause d wars, slavery, cruelty, fear and- 
■ i-.iiDiaiKi , il'e plague spot on the human' 
niiinl, ■ according to Buckle, the historian. 

During Ihe forty years, the save time the 
childrtn of Israel traveled In the wilder- 
n( ss. .Me(iarvey never grew an inch. Here 
he stands "liUe a stone wall," a tl.\ture; im- 
movable! No evolution (Intellectual),' no 
growth, no progress-^ence he has >«tR>- 
graded. For there is no Intelleotval Joshua 
to command the sun ot the mind to stand 
still. Th.1t sun "do move." 

Farewell, dear, patient, good old McOar- 
vey! The world will never more witness tho 
likes of thee and thine again, becauas It la 
no longer taken seriously; haa dssoaoiad 
into a jeat. Its history, like that «( 
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reUclont, bius taken its turn. Their feat 
are made of clay; they never repeat them< 
eelves. When they die they die all over. 

Ot the making of new religions however, 
there is no. end in sight. No one would 
recognize the rellgkm ot ▲. Campbell and 
hie early imltatora in what one gets today, 
from their pulpits, except In a few Individ- 
ual cases. What caused the evolution? 

Bob Ingersoll and higher criticism did It. 

Some very bad ones aod degradlns onea 
however, have swayed maltltudea of the 
weak and unfit— there's always a survival 
of the fittest— in the wide Held of human 
credulity, and tainted men to lead them, 
aucb as Christian Science. Hollneaa. Banc- 
fled Saints and kindred vagaries and super- 
atitons. 

The world will nov» r see again such 
'letter" Christians have such phenomenal 
success. But it's day Is over. It tal(ea its 
place fat and sleek, placidly, self-satisfied, 
as only one more "scot" of Independent 
comment atiirs with one centra! idea- 
Baptism (by immersion) for salvation ot 
the world and the overthrow of the Devil 
and all his works. 

Bob IngersoU drove thc'm to shelter With 
their erslwhilo iiu nii's for a common At- 
fense. He attacked their Jehovah. . 

In a rumlnatlBS mood I-coald not not give 
my fancy and imagination full rein. I'm 
nodding while itroiendiiig to listen to such 
a "dry" subject to ni<'. as KUhT McCarvey 
gave the same old version, announced no 
new or novel yeraion, made no new depart* 
ure: but preached the sermon without en- 
ergy, without ( loquence, with no display 
of t iithusiasni- a < old, bloodless.matter-of- 
fact, settled manner as be preached it GO 
9r 60 or 70 years ago. I aay my fhncy 
roamed In sizing up this old teacher and 
I)reacher, and this vagrant thought came 
lo me: Wouldn't il bi- possibli- in psyeho- 
logical phenomena, in his case, that he 
might go on preaching without a change 
of a hair and yet— and yet— hold Tiewa of 
a more or less liberal tendency, withhold- 
ing them on the groonds ot "ezpediemy," 
as it were? 

I ito noi say that there is any fo unO tjOB 
in fact for this conceit, but isn't it poastbto' 
If not at aU probableT 

Certainly this old student and thinker and 
debater knows what the IntcllecMinl and 
scientific world knows: to Keep with 
the strides of observation and experiment; 
of the phlloaophy ot oar day; of the theories 
ot the most scientific and advanced thinkers 
and doers of our dnv in Kngland. France 
and GcrnianN in onl' v ti> conibal them. 
He is not like Ulaudslono when he undertook 
to debate with Thos. H. Huxley and •'MX 
down" because he hadnt changed his text 
books In forty years: or like .Tudge .Tore 
Black wiitii he undcitook to debate with 
IngersoU in the North American Review, 
•nd found himaelt so poorly equipped that 
he begged for time to answer, while he got 
a lot ot Christian (("anibelllte) j)reachers 
when "students' ciimk to him. Certainly 
and professors to write out bis answers for 
him. 

I take It that UoGarvey knows what 

Carnegie kmws (announced agnosticism) 
what Hei t hi r knew; What Agazzlz knew; 
what Tyndall, Wallace, Huxley, Darwin, 
and Bpenowr tani^t. — ^to combat it and hold 
his yojiig '^heologs' , wls3 or ignorant,— 
he can take either horn of the dilemma — 
and If enlightened— might he not continue 
in the same old way, as if by excuse that 
hla tmUowm* ara not yat "ready to bear" 



what he had tor them, aa Put aa n owBoa d 
in one ot hi* Bplsttoaf 

To announce a radical change now 
would mean the charge ot hypocrisy; of 
double dealing; ot believing one set of 
principles and preaching another; bring- 
ing about two parties;, a aohlam; a scandal 
and the execrations of his old assodatea; 
the loss of "caste" and respect and tsalary. 

Do we not know that many preachers 
are preaching one set of dogma.*; and pri- 
vately holding another set of enlightened 
views and opinions and beliefs? 

During the reign of Charles the First 
and James the Second many Established 
Church dimes were In full sympathy with 
the Reformation, but for private reasons 
preached on and saved their benefices. 
Take the Instance of Dean Swift preaching 
orthodox, and writing In his diary for 
posterity heteradox and radical free thought. 

During the French Revolution there 
were thousands of priests and preachers 
who expressed their secret, private and 
honest beliefs when the danger was passed. 

The whole progress of tlie theory of 
Evolution has been announced within the 
paat forty years, since the text books 
Gladstone uaad. Is it poaalble that Uo- 
Garvey hasnt booght the new one*— thoae 
taught In every enlliht«Bed Institution ot 
learning? 

McOsrvey was fifty years old wlum thla 

great doctrine was announced, and It la 
hflrdly possible that he could be mtsfn- 
formed, as was <jladstone, because McOar- 
vey all this time has been a teacher, and 
hence, I presume, a student, while Glad- 
stone was a busy politician and statesman 
— the Prime Minister ot Ekigland— with 
weighty queatioM prearing on all sldea ft>r 
solution. 

The orthodox merely made an Inexcusa- 
ble blunder to pit such a man against 
Thos. H. Huxley to debate scientific the- 
ories and scientific facts. 

Will the biographer of McGarvey find 
among his "remains" a word or a line or 
a treatise to show that even a faint gleam 
of the light of science and truth ever en- 
tered his narrow Orthodox cranlumf 
And that he may be cleared of the charge 
ot Ignorauce and find a posthumous 

V 9 

But again and finally to the sormon. 

It was a farewell sermon; but emotlon- 
Icst:; spiritlese as his creed. No tender sen- 
timent, no pathos, no Imagination, no 
Idealization; but cold, bare, ground grind 
Facts (?) The frigid Letter of the Law; 
the eold-atorage, pulseless dead and damn* 
ed theology. No Swedenborgian Ingenious 
interpretation; no warmth of a shouting 
Methodist In him. Not ff)r .loseph! 

The "Word" and nothing else. The doc- 
trine of Holiness (and strong Bible tat it) 
and Ranctlflcatlon (ditto) exacted only his 
tu'(m\ and contempt. The gentle doctrine 
of "God is T.,ove" of the .Vfountain Kvan- 
gellsit, Ceo. O. Barnes, was to bim "vagar- 
ies" only, and I recall that In fighting its 
sway in Kentucky, McGarvey said: 

"Barnes asfs some new things and some 
true thlasi; JMt his true things are not 
new and hit new things are not true." 

That was a "clincher" eplgrammatleally 
raid, but still his true doctrines are wide ot 
the mark, or else the All-Wise is a savage 
or a barbarian, fbr one of the chief doo- 
trines of his cult smacks of cannibalism — 
eating the body of .Tesus Christ every 
Sunday. 

This true doctrine is fol derol, IdkMsy — 
moMtrwa aalvattop tor IwiitlMi aad 



damnation eternal in a literal fire-hell for^ 
ever (unthinkable of course) for the great 

unwashed. 

Monstrous! and from the age of twenty 
I have repudiated it— and its teachers; 
yet for these men personally I have only 
the kindliest feelings; men honestly mis- 
taken, mental dupes, and some of them 
rank charlatans and impostors. 

In reference to what some of the shin- 
ing lights (r) vaigbt dlacloae. a 1* Dean 
Swift, I had in mind that the lat Chas. C. 
Moore while a preacher of the late Alex- 
ander Campbell interpretation of the Bible, 
went to convert an atheist They had It 
up and down and Moore aays he ocmvertsd 
the free thinker, — and then by a atnmge 
psychological stroke in spiritual phenomena 
Moore found himself in the atheist's shoes 
— a mere exchange of angles oi mental 
vision. 

It was a remarkable confession and a 
true one, which no one who knew the late 
Infidel editor of the Blae Oraaa BlaiM 

could doubt. 



HOW DOES THIS STRIKE YOU? 



Propoaition to Organize a Freatliought 
Funeral Benefit Soolety to WMah 

Answers Are Invited. 

(Uy H. M. FlBk.) 
Noticing in the Blade ot July U the 
splendid proposition of Brother A. J. Clau- 
sen, of St. Ansgar. Iowa, to conduct secu- 
lar funerals any where within fifty miles, 
traveling expenses only to be paid, I ex- 
press hope there will be many more such 
offers. 

1 am glad the Blade proposes to ke^ 
a directory of all such. It has been sug- 
gested by some that we need not ad<9t 
christian methods of conducting tonerals. 
But it is the custom of our people that an 
oration be delivered In honor of our dead, 
and thill is ri^lit. We should emplqy_ as 
able speakers as iK)ssible. Christians' at- 
tend our ftmerala aad .by thla method we 
can teach the christian world that infidels 
are not afraid to die. Once that Is learned 
Christianity has lost Its greatest weai)on. 
I heard the most frightful lies of the hor- 
rors, agonies and regreta ot the Infldel oa 
his death bed when but a child. I am bald- 
heiided now on account of those christian 
lies. 

Would it not bo advislble to organise 
a funeral aoelMy? U can be a society 
within a society. If necessary let each 

member pay one dollar to go Into the fund 
to be paid to the administrator of deceased 
menil)er.'» at his or her death. Assess- 
ments can be made from time to time as 
needed to keep up this funeral fund. Some 
nuiy not feel like paying one dollar every 
time there is a death in the society. If 
not let them pay any sum they wish, if It 
is only 10 cents, but It must be a fixed 
sum and asseaeable aa deaths occur. Bach 
beneficiary can draw a prorata according 
to the amount be pays in. 

I make these rough suggestions hoping 
that some one will take the matter up and 
put it in a more tangible form. 

I know that something can bo done on 
this line to enable us to take the conduct 
of our funerals out of the hands of the 
clergy, and I feel that it Will, if accom- 
plished, do more good for our cause than 
any thing we can possibly do for the money 
It wUl ooat 
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God and Mind: Ghosts and Miracles 



Repiy to a Blade Critic With a Few QuM> 
tlom Touching Controversial Points 
In Modern Thoology.' 

(By A. A. Snow.) 
_ lu your issut; of .)uly Oili, Dr. William 
Sniitli asks you bow you luiow there Is 
no god and a few mora attesUons In a 
ucgaiive form. Wlietber you Intoid to 
answer Lhem or let aoiiM rwuten nnly i 
cannot say. bat I Me yoa teve aoC renUea 
so far. 

Before cue cau Intelligently afflm or 
deny the existence ol a god it betaooTes 
him to give a clear deflniuon of the word 
as it is the most ambiguous term in the 
English language. On one occasion, while 
1 was discussing the question with another 
person as to llie exisience oi a god, my 
little six-year-old boy iooked me in the face 
gravely said: "Papa, there la a tod; 1 
know there la; I saw a picture of one that 
was made out of a log and I can make 
one myself with my hatchet." 

if we use the term "god" in the sense 
that it is used by the maaees of the people 
beiibving in the salne (which would be 
the legitimate use of the teriiii, we may 
know that no such sod e.xi.us on the same 
or similar grounds that we know that no 
ghost, demon or* vampiro exists Flnt, 
from tbti absence oi sufflclent evidence to 
establish the atUrmative of such a proposi- 
tlaa; and second, from evidence directly 
proving the negative. Such a god as can 
turn water into wine; eau.so famine or 
lluod lit his Iji'idlug; iiri'vt iit persons" rai- 
ment from wearing out, through miraculous 
interference, etc. 

Biit I will try and confine my negative 
to the doctor's Idea so far as 1 can guess 
it from what he says In his article. He 
questions whether protoplasm has mind; 
and what it is that causes it to build dif- 
ferent Ixidies from the same protoplasm; 
and whether one mass of it is cai>able of 
commuulcutiug and exchanging ideas with 
anottier mass before it is converted into 
a body. I inter then that he holds that 
when matter acts In an intelligent way, 
or HI a way that would appear to be 
brought alxjui. by intelligence, that It so 
acts not because of any property of itselt 
but through the agency of some InteUlgent 
betaig outside of Itself, wtlch he would call 
god. But does matter net in some cases 
through the power of tlie gods and In all 
other cases because of the properties 
within it; because of Its own natnrsT Or 
In other words. Is matter in some cases 
only the foot ball of the gods; acting only 
a* It Is acted upon, while in otliers it Is 
self acting r Surely if self acting at all it 
is always so; and It surely Is, and w« have 
absolutely no evidence of Its acting any 
other way. 

Again, matter has Us primal and eternal 
intelligence. We will not call this primal 
IntilUganee god becaase in so di^ ife 
would deceive oftener than we Instruct. 
But the elements have their likes and dis- 
likes. Oxygen knows carbon from other 
elements and draws it to Itself. Other 
•imamtM tt knows and Jtjeots. It doea 
this fkwn tta Inhersnt naton, Dom not 



wait for a command from the gods before 
it acts. Now under certain condition* 
called lite matter has the power or retain- 
ing InteUlgent habits acquind by eiiviron- 
ment; we know not why but wo l<now tne 
fact. Protoplasm that bulld.s up any very 
complicated structure is gov. nied by these 
intelligent exi>eriences embeded in its 
nucleus, which is th« result of evoluUon 
formed by a l<mg series of experiencee. 
Now Intelligence grows. We know It does. 
We know man increases In intelligence. We 
know the lower animals learn by experi- 
ence. 

Now let US compare the two theories to- 
Kether and see which wll accord with facts. 

Tlie one says at some plac \ or alt places' 
emanating from nothing, or some thing not 
matter we know noUiing about Is an ocean 
of intelligence from which we are to ac- 
count for the rest of the Intelligence of 
thi! universe, perhaps also of even matter 
Itself. This great first cause is called god. 
The other is as I gaTe it above; all Utfier 
intelligence is an evolution or growth from 
primal or eternal matter. Now what coula 
we expect were the first theory true? We 
would expect perfection In all' things from 
the start or as near perfection as we ever 
lind. . But such is not the case. We know 
it has taken ages to perfect man and the 
other animals as well as plants. Again, 
we would expect to find go<l In the ocean. 
In the storm, in the awful famine ttia\ 
sweeps away millions, enlisting the sym- 
patJhies of the world. If there was a god 
we would expect him to speak out It 
Intelligent enough to make man and give 
lilm means to communicate with his fellow 
men he liimself could surely communicate 
with man and would enter one loud protest 
against those priests of god, who in the 
very name of god tortured to death hun< 
dreds of thousands of Innocent men ana 
women during ages of time. Ho would 
protest against the Mohammedans prose- 
lyting by the sword; against Russia for 
their tyranny and persecution of tbe Jews. 
He would tell the world that the threat 
to damn a man for his belief was never 
inspired by him. He would stay tn© 
assas.sin s liaiid. He would do tens Of 
thousands of lhin.^s different from the way 
they are done or else oui intellects are 
worthiest in glTing ns any information 
whatever on this subject; or else our rea- 
soning faculties are traps and not guides; 
prison houses and not liberators. We 
would look to this god to get the answer 
to our prayers^ bat to makes no response. 

In vain do we implore this god yet do 
we find Intelligence running only In chan- 
nels plainly outlining the courses of evolu- 
tion; outside of these channels, with the 
exception of primal tattslUgsnoe, we find 
chaos. We find organisms elaborately built 
up only to be torn down and reconstructed 
on a new plan; consistent with the theory 
of evolution but not of a god. We see many 
Imperfections in the construction of organ- 
Isms not consistent with the notion of a 
god. We see the Ingeniously oonstructea 
cancer germ slowly and treacherously eat- 
ing the life out of the most ingeniously 
oonstmcted human being. 

But I moat cat this short leaving the re- 



maining questions for others to answer. 
Wonder if tto doctor himself wouldn't 
kindly tevor as with an arUoIe on the facul- 
ties of tto hanan 
UMimi«,lowa. 



THI LOmV PRAYftR. 
(A PieUon With •ome AmplMleMeii.) 

(By James Lynch.) 
Oh! father above. 
Great spirit of tore. 

To whom, 'tis said, anboanded power is 

given; 
Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will to done on earth aa in toarsn. 

amen. 

Give us this day our dally bread, 

A place, somewhere, to lay our head. 

And pardon our debts, Imrd, oa we mMob 

our debtors; 
L^ave us not undone, 
And quite overcome, , 
Thy servants true are in bondag* and In 

fetters. 

In misery we strive 
To .s. rve th.'e. lord, and thrive. 
By temptation, lord deliver' us from evlL 
then; 

Thee we shall adore. 

As we never have totore. 

And will praise thee toravbr and fbraver, 

amen. 

I/ord, to us freely give. 

It is hard for us to live. 

Give us better clothlnig, more fkvlt and 

bread and oil; 
And a home all our own. 
With no mortgage upon, 
And the right to nse thy rldi and boMtoei ia 

SOIL 

And give us ample time, ' 

Our souls to more refine. 

We are worn with working, or looking oot 

for worjt; 
Give us every good part. 
Of books, music and art. 
That we may not all to saVaget Uto tto 

tiger and the Turk. 

Our father up In heaven. 
Why should me to so vrvrmk, 
Crawling meekly tofbre thee llto 

the dust; 
Qnlekly send us some leaven. 
To create a new heaven. 
On earth, and free this land from 

oly's hist 

« 

At thy bounteous table, 

There's more than we're able, 

To use. If all men had ttoir Joat, rMlttal 

parts: 
But rascals will steal. 
Lord. god. ninke them feel. 
The sting of remorse In their small, greedy 

hearts. 

Dear lord, I Implore. 

Give us one good thing more. 

Then I will cease my petition, my prayer 

I'll relax; 
Uearh forth thy right hand, 
I.nrd save this fide land. 
By t;iving us Joatloa throogh tto sNot 
"Single Tax." 
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Cimot CHiuncnt oo PoHir. Events 



If Rev. Uenry Medd, pastor of the North 
McUiodlst Clmrcli, at Hwtfonl, Conn, 
sincere man and desires to enforce the 

against all systems ot fraua or of traudu 
lent design, he slijuld bolicii tin- I'osi Oltice 
authorities at Washlugtou to Issue a traut 
. order «caliut UmMK. 

nx>m a aynopslB of a sermon, recentl; 
delivered by hlin, in his churcli, imbllshC' 
in ilu' Harilord Couraiil, il is made lo at 
pear ihat he was at some time previous 
putor of » church at Staeepshead Bay, oi 
nuM track fame, an/l that during his pas- 
torate In that famous locality be made the 
acquaititance ul iiuiuuierable race iiorse 
owners, juclieytt, employes and boolunalters. 
H« dMoribed tham a« belns a ■ood-tiaartad. 
liberal elasa of men, not much worse, If 
any, than men of other walks in life, bat 
he disparaged tiR-ir met hud ul gauibllDC 
upon 4 he results ot the races. It is for^ 
ther reported tliat one of the raeiiis fra- 
ternity took him to task for tola strictures 
and even went so far as to inslat that race 
track gambling was no wbne than euureh 
fair lotteries, auction satoa for fake goous, 
and the many little, thoagh sinful ackemee, 
worked by the church to get the cash. 
This striking com|>arison wrouglil H/imo 
what upon the orthodox nerves ot the Utile 
man, and he iias Ju>t delivered himself of 
a tirade against the canreu mathoda de- 
scribed, and has gone so far as to urge that 
the civil authorities, througii tlie jieace of- 
ficers of the comiiiuuity, slioul<i get after 
the gambling chuixli instiiutions, I'ven as 
they have got atUr the race iraik uitn. 

There is sonielhmg in these eliarges that 
is commendable. It is to be regretted that 
churchmen have fulled to grasp the situa- 
tion long before this. Hut when this 
preacher condemns the taking of eliances 
in an effort to gain, he practically con- 
denms himself. His whole theory of re- 
ligion is but a taking of chances. Hla en- 
tire system Is lmi)regnated with the notion 
that by giving sonietliing li( r>> an enormous 
dividend is to be reaiied ii|ion it in the 
hereafter. All his efforts to ex orl casn 
from tlie pockets of his congregation are 
based u|Ajn the proinise.s h'' < :!n make them 
regarding his ability to gii Ijis god into a 
good humor when considering tlieir individ- 
ual cases. This Is worse than selling 
watered stock in some fake cori)oration for 
large sums of money. In his very heart 
the preacher knows tiiat hv lias not the 
slightest hoite of fiilfilling even a moiety 
of the promises be so rashly makes. If 
be Is sincere he may "believe ' he can, bnt 
bis belief proves nothing. Taking chances 
upon ,or speculating in futures, wlietiier 
the object of the s|jeculation be slacks, or 
bonds, or souls Is a siiecie of gambling in 
its worst form and in eacli 1 nstance 
humanity Is made the sufferer and the un- 
willing victim. If it Is true tliai ilie belling 
public at race tracks are bouiiu to lose 
their money in ttie end because of races 
being fixed, does it not follow that every 
member of olmrch congregations must lose 
the money Uiey invest in hope of a harp 
■nd a crown, for are not these races "fixed" 
by kla divine nlba balore tlie atarten ar* 



North, .tvei 
t" •li If 

lie law~"^rect 



tven called to the postr 

our reasoning on this subject be cor- 

and we believe it is, then Rev. Medd 
should ask for the fraud order against aJI 
prenchf.Ts or vuluutarily resign. In both 
cases we could aptly suggest that it is 
simply the old, old story aboat tbe ftWl 
and bis money getting separated In tiia 
shuffle. 

• * • • 

Another very interesting story comes 
from tlie same soarct-, for we liavo another 
cliii|)ing before us wliicli relates that one 
Mrs. William McNuIty, has been actoally 
dead, took a trip to kingdom come, saw 
some strange and woiulirful things, came 
back lo <artli,' n iiiliabiled her house of 
mortal clay, is again alive and well aua 
what is more is actually able to relate 
tne Incidents of h<r strange trip. Her 
attending |ih\sician. a Dr. Thomas Mulligan, 
is (juoi* d as saying iliai llie woman Was 
as "dead as siie e\er will be." 

The Christian world lias now another 
choice line of argument, and tne spiritual- 
ists should fairly revel in the account. No 
one ever iliouglit lor a moment that the 
•soul trip' made by .Mrs. McNulty could 
have been in any oiher direction than the 
one suggested. The Incident should con- 
vince .Mrs. .Mc.Nnlly that when tne real 
end conies she is bound for a journey "up- 
vsura" and is not to be subjected to the 
dread senlem e, -Uepart from me." Happi- 
ness ought to now reign supreme in the 
licart of .Mr.-. .McViiliv. Suppose her trip 
iiad been in ihi' opro.-iii- 'iirectionl Sup- 
pose she l^ad iraveied <lowiiward Instead oi 
upward! The result would have been even 
more startling, for while her present ven- 
tiini simply goes toward proving that 
he av( n is an actuality, ii stili leaves hell 
an opi II question. The church would have 
profiled more by the suggested trip than 
il ciiii by the trip actually taken. 

Hiade readers are not ri'ciiiiri-d to believe 
tlie siury liere nialed on iiaiii of elci-nai 
puiii.^iiiiient. .Vor do v/e guarantee eternal 
bliss If they do. It is a matter upon which 
they can <-xercise ilieir personal judgment 
e\f,n as we have exercised ours. We have 
our opinion about llie whole story and in 
mercy to all the imriles concerned, we 
abstain from giving any expression thereto. 

According to the newspaper account it 
seems thai Dr. Mulligan Is now dally re- 
ceiving a large batch of mail from innum- 
erable interested persons. Some of iliese 
are answered, and we are told that some 
are not. Some write him lor contributions 
in an effort to propagate the truth of the 
<(l('sllal trip madi' liy his patient, and 
< tiris ianity, in general, but the biggest 
Joke connected therewith is the statement 
made by the utwsiiaiier giving the report 
that one itersou, "apparently insane," had 
written to the eminent doctor and sent 
liim a number of tracts which bcasted the 
following startling titles: lie's Coming 
Tomorrow," "A Wonderful Visitor," "Re- 
membtr," 'Quench .Not the Spirit," "The 
leverish Hand," "Charlie Tom," "How, 
When, Where, I Gave My Heart to Jesus," 
etc. Only • few yeara aflo sooh an toot 



dent would have been regarded as an evl- 
dt i.ee of grtat piety. Today, even Cbrls- 
tlana, condemn the person sending the»e 
tracU as being "apparently Insane." The 
whole affair as far as it relates to the 
princlpala involved suggesto serious refiec- 
ttona abovt tMr^nmttl owMttsr. 

When the iKWe of Rome isiued his recent 
encyclical against modernism and modern- 
ists in the Catholic church, denouncing 
liu'ui as sappers and miners who were un- 
dermining the foundations of the church, 
he little thooght that through such a de- 
nunciation he would become one of the 
•sa Pliers and miners' which he so bitterly 
condemned, by driving out of the organi*^ 
tlou the men of liberal mind who had done 
so much toward strengthening the system 
in America. 

'I he New York Sun publishes an extreme- 
U inti resting account of the resignaUon of 
Father Thomas J. Mulvey, assistant rector 
at 8t Bdvard'a ohnrcb. In Brooklyn, in 
which the reasons ftor taking such a step 
are given prominence, as stated by the re- 
tiring pri. st. Suinniiiig up the entire 
matter, it would seem that the Pope 1» hav- 
ing much of his own way In saving to the 
cihurch a priesthood that will humble Itself 
to lilni in all things pertaining to discipline 
and di f riiie, and that men of independence* 
men oi thought and liberality of mind, are 
not actually wanted, forcing them to quit 
the business or change their attitude tcv 
ward the pontificate. The chureli will not 
lose by the resignation of one priest in 
America, but no man or woman can suc- 
ceMtnlly predict what the end will be, the 
extent of the Influence upon the Catholic 
laltv resulting from this action, and the fu- 
ture of the cliurch. As a general rule a 
Catholic priest Is la\ored with innumerable 
nenonal privilege*, but with them all must 
come an abiding faith In the infallibility 
of the pontiff at Rome, and when a prlert 
iiiids iiimself out of harmony and touch 
with the supreme head of the church, there 
is nothing left for him to do but to get out, 
if he be honest in hJs personal convictions. 

Hut what Is meant and what can be in- 
f< rred from this process of "sapping and 
mining? ' In the first place it suggests a 
weakening of the foundations upon which 
the church is built. Not the material foun- 
dations of some church building, but the 
lie iiial foundations from which iiave sprung 
uji doctrines, creeds, forms and formulas. 
The higher and intellectual criticism of the 
age baa had its effects upon tiie minds ot 
even priests, and that the priests may keep 
abriast of the times, remain In close touch 
wlih the spirit of progress, thoy have been 
compelled to absorb mucli ot modem, 
thought, and In a measure, expound it to the 
laltv beneath them. The Pope recognizes 
I lie t xtcnt to which this has gone. Every 
cliurcli orgaiilzatitm in Christendom Is go- 
lug through similar experiences. It is one 
of the stages of mental progress. The 
deities of yesterday are not good enough 
for tomorrow. M in's notion of god changes 
with the changing mentality of every age. 
These Influences are bound to strike the 
Catholic church with greater force than the 
I'roiesiunt denominations, for the latter 
simply exist by reason of having broken 
faith with and allegiance to Rome. 

l-'ather Mulvey has adopted the only hon< 
est course open to him. lie found it im- 
possible to retrace his steps and maintain 
his individual honesty, and refusing to be 
bound by papal decree, he shuffled out Of 
the tiattffpk. quit the church, and announces 



BLUE GEASS BLADE 



7 



himself a free man. His letter of resigna- 
tion and tiis statement to tlie press, upon 
hU reasons for so doing, must atract the 
attention of the ttiinlciDg people in his 
parish, and Rome must ultimately iiud iisself 
wltb weakened supp'>rt as one of the direct 
retnlta of this act. The reaignatloa ot 
Father Mulvey puts it up to tb* Pope as 
being one ot the moat formidable of the 
sappers and minor* in the ranks oC Ifod- 
emlsm. 



In our last issue we made comment upou 
the trial of ReV. F. E. Maddox. of Texarka- 
na, upon u cliargo of heresy, and in a brief 
footnote, stated tluit he had been fomid 
guilty, and had been put out of the Presby- 
terian church by reason thereof. But not 
the half has yet been told. The tria} is 
bound to result in a decided beueflL to the 
cause of Freethougbt, and we here give u 
report of the proceedings published In the 
l'\)ri Siiiiili (Ark.) Times. It says: — 

Ki.'v. F. K. Aladdo.x, the Presbyterian 
clergyman who was suspended by the 
Ouachita presbytery at TexarkaiH for 
preaching doctrine not In accordance with 
the rules of his church, conducted his own 
defeii.se and is said to liavr made a deoldeA 
impression In his closing spech. He fairly 
shocked the Presbytery by paying • Row- 
ing tribute to the late Robert O. Interaoll 
as a great and good man who had put theo- 
logians to thinking, and who would be bet- 
ter appreciated tlfty years hence. His ad- 
dress is said to have been wildly applauded 
while those prosecuting him were fre- 
quently hissed by the crowd which paclced 
the church." 

The above Is rich in eloQuenca It la a 
ooafe— Ion that the work accomplished by 
the beloved Ingersoll has had and Is still 
having its effect. Powerful In lite, he Is yet 
powerful in death, for his burning wis- 
dom still stands as giant pyramids com- 
pared witn the drifting sands of human 
speech. That the discredited minister 
made such an able defense for himself is 
not to be wondered at when we consider 
the influences that guided and inspired 
him. That the audience "wildly applauded 
him" Is an indicatiun that it was not in 
harmony with the church, for does not the 
report also state that the churchmen were 
"hissed" as they conducted tlu? prosecution? 
Here is a world of :ii miineiii. it Is stronger 
than any the lilade could offer In person. 
It 1b a barometer in which the popular wlU 
may be more aecorately measured. Argu- 
ments of Freethinkers are irequently term- 
ed mere asser.lons and these may go un- 
heeded, but the most rabid Christian wor- 
shipper cannot get away from the facts aa 
they are here preaented. Better etlll. th«r 
are furnished by the church itself. Heresy 
applauded. Old fogeyisni hbwed. Whither 
i.:! the church drifting, and What can be said 
about the "rock" upon which It is said to 
have been built? Rev. Maddox Is adjudged 
a heretic. His entire congregation, with 
but one exception, Is heart and mind with 
him. These too then must also bi- heretics- 
Maddox may return to Te.varkana and con- 
tinue to i)reaeli his own notions concerning 
Christiiiiiity and his congregation will go 
with him. On the other hand, he might do 
better by renouncing the entire scheme, be 
coming a free lance, preach the gospel of 
humanity, and take up the work of Ingersoll 
striving iKjnestly and fearlessly to bring] 
about that "appreciation* in leas time thani 
^■fltty years" not ot IngevMril glCD*, Iml 
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"The really educated man knows that the 
bible is a truer book than ever tt was and 

more valuable. All the men who read books 

and all the men who write books are OB 
(,ur side. ' 

Dr. Aked, the Imported Rockefeller 
preaober, who h(rfds forth at the Rocke- 
feller church in New York, Is accredited 

wiln having thusly spoken. It does not sit 
well on a thiiikng mind. If Dv. Aked can 
believe and relish his own statement, he is 
not the man socie people wou.d 'iave u*. 
believe he is. If the bible is true at ali 
it cannot be "truer" now than when It wa 
liist written. Truth is truth and it Is truth, 
for all lime. What may be but seemingly 
true ma> be shown to be error, for appear- 
ances are frequently deceptive. Orantlng 
that the oible has only seemed to be true 
in the i>ast it night he believed by some 
to he true now, but the iiuijorlty know that 
it is not truth. Neither is Dr. Aked's state- 
ment true. As a matter of historic fact, 
oi' known fact, the bible was more strongly 
lielleved in years ago than It is today. For 
the bible to become a nmer" book Impltee 
that It was ones false, and while growing 
more im», nay yet become even traar 
8' ill. 

And who, bat' Dr. Aked, would, In this 
enlightened age, InrtBt that all the men 

who read and write books are on "our 
side"? Is it possible that Dr. Aked and 
his elan believe thoinselves to be in a class 
by themselves, or does he fancy himself 
so especially favored of god, even above 
his fellows, that god and Aked constitute 
one side a» against the side the people are 
on? Paine wrote a book, the characters 
of which still echo down the ages. Is Paine 
on Aked's side. Ingeraoll wrote and read 
books. Is Ingersoll on Aked's side? Hux- 
ley, Darwin, Owen, Spencer, Lubbock, 
Tyndal, the miuter minds of Europe and 
America, have all read hooks and written 
tiiem, but not even Aked or Aked's god 
will dare assert that any of these were on 
their aide. Many at the Blade sabeerlbers 
read and Rome have written books, but we 
venture the assertion that all of them 
would disclaim both Aked and Alted's god. 
One of the most potent of all the physical 
facta Is that reading mm, and writing men, 
If their reading and writing be of the moat 
useful Viarlety, are against Aked and hla 
god and willing to stand up and be ooontad 
on the other side. 

The solid truth Is that Aked Is Just blow- 
ing himself and has literally disobeyed the 
injunction to think twice before speaking 
once. 



If .lesus be the meat and drink of life, 
as the preachers claim, it is evident that 
one Hilly Williams, an alleged minstrel- 
evangelist, who recently disappeared from 
Des Moines, Iowa, leaving his wife and child 
penniless, believed it a wise thing to secure 
and piK away a large (piantlty of the 
ii(iuid ' .lesus. an.! to accelerate its stimu- 
lating iiilluences by the additional use of 
drugs and opiates. 

Itealiziug the splendid graft that lay in 
preaching, Billy Williams conceived the 
notion that by playing the evangelisit and 
using his talents as a professional minstrel, 
he could, with the combined games, play 
^a got)d graft and -ake In the coin. Success 
lawiied tipoii him for a season. But he 
could not stand prosperity. His love for 
ardent spirits led to excessive drinking, 
'and the money taken from foolish women 
and Ignorant children, went to the bar- 



rooms. Not content with this Billy also 
took to "doping" and the drug stores got 
their share of the coin for the poisoning 

decoctions that eat away the body and 
brain of men. (Induced to poverty, his 
wife and ciiild on the verge of starvation, 
Billy vamoosed, and in a little while was 
located at Moline, 111., by Sam Small, an- 
other fake evangelist, who Immediately set 
about to look after him. This is not 
strange for fakirs have an aflinity for each 
other. Tht result is that Williams is to 
lie placed in some sanitarium to be treated 
tor his vicious habits, at the expense ot 
beUevlng chrtstan folks, while Mr*. WU- 
liams announces her Intention of returning 
to the stage to earn bread for herself and 
child. 

Now let us suptwse that Billy had re- 
mained a mere minstrel and had never 
espoused the cause of Jesus and him cruci- 
fied. What would have happened to him 
iindu- the circunLsiaiices? There would 
have been no Sam Small to protect him. 
Smne blue-coated representative of the law 
would have pounced ujion Billy and he 
would have found himself involved in legal 
nieslKs tr>iiig lo exidain his conduct to 
some judicial dignitary. His love for liquor 
could not be pleaded as a defense. His 
abandonment of wife and child because of 
an unnatural appetite would not save him 
from legal punishim nt. Being a preacher, 
things apiiear different to the majority of 
tlixise whose duty it is to dispense Jnstlo% 
and for this reason Biily will get a sena- 
otr Instead of a roast Great Is the powav« 
o( reUglon. 



rHIITHOUQHT FUNMALA 



Blade's Offielal List ef Theee VWke Ai« 
RMdy to OilMato When DaaMi Malwe 
a VlaN. 



i..et us respect and honor the memory ot 

our beloved dead. 

When the grim reaper comes and some 
cme Is needed to conduct such funeral rere- 
monies as may be desired, send a telegram 
to one of the following who may be nearest 
to you, or who may he most desir.Hl, and an 
immediate response will be made, in all 
oases the travelling exjienses and entertain- 
mei||^{nvst be met, while a free-will offering 
to ehmpensate for loas ot time sboaTd also 



The Offielal Llet 

losephiiie K. Henry, Versailles Ky. 

Dr. .1. ii. Wilson, 206 East Fourth Street. 

( ini iiinaii, Ohio. 

I'arker H. Sercoiiihe, Kditor Tomorrow, 
l;!!l ICast r>tlth Street. Chicago, Illinois. 

John R. Cbarlesworth, Lexlngtm, Ky. 

Marion W. Marlay. BntfkUn. Kansas 

A. J. Clausen, 8t Ansgar, Iowa. 

Manley A. Brigbam, Rnmford Falls* 
Maine. 

Other volunteers are needed that sections 
of the country not covered by the abOT* 
may have their wants gratified. — Bd. 
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LOTALTT AND BELIQIOH. 



Under the meaningless title of "loyalty traas- 
fonned into religi<Mi," Prof. Jofdah Eoyoe, of Har- 
vard University, undertakes to ai-fj:iie tliat its liii^liest 
expression is to be found in the liiiiiian will, or desire, 
to believe in "sonietliitif? eternal and to express that 
belief in the practical life of the human being." 
Farther bolstering up his theories, ttie learned pro- 
fessor insists that "religion, in any fonn, is an etTort 
to interpret and to make use of, some superhuman 
iiorid.»' 

When those intnisted with the education of future 
generations would thus oiler arj^uiiieiits drawTi from 
mysticism, the race can hope for small improvement 
from that direction. Eyen a Prof. Boyoe ought to 
be able to comprehend that so far as human knowl- 
edge extends, that so far as the nltimatt; hiiinan hap- 
piness is concerned, there is no eaperhuiiiaii world, 
and ttie only worid with which humanity can deal is 
the world in which we live, the world in which we 
must all die. The attainment of human happiness 



must be of the present if it is to be of any value to 
man. To continually postpone this nltimaiion for an 
indefinite period, to some indefinite condition of exist- 
ence, if at all, affords no hope of ever attaining such 
a state, and the loyalty of wMA he bpeaks, if it is to 
he of any sei'viee to man, must be applicable to world 
conditions as we know them and exp)erience them. 
Besides, is this not a god governed world, if the cur- 
rent theology be truef Then being god governed no>w 
what right have wo to expect anything su|>erior in 
some "sujwrliuinan world" which must also be god- 
govei-ued. If the god of Christian theology be true, 
is he not tmdiangeablef Then being nnduu^^ble 
must not the conditions that surromid his government 
here be the same conditions that would surround any 
other foi-m of govermnent adopted by him? Granting 
this much, then we can tmly conceive of ihe same 
struggle, the same contest, the same ineciuality and 
injustices elsewhere, under him, as here. 

Loyalty finds its greatest expression in the love and 
devotion of a person to a g^ven cause. Ihat cause 
may be for good or evil. It is not the oanse, but the 
devotees' appreciation of it. This lo^ralty may be 
measured, to an extent, by the saerifloes made in its 
behalf, and it is undoubtedly true, that greater sacri- 
fice is made for the propagation of the Christian 
foiin of superstition than any other kno\vTi fonn on 
earth. We may trace, this phenomena to the fact 
that the system is admirably oonstmcted to snch a 
purjiose. Its creeds and precepts have been concicted 
with the one object ever in view, to inculcate a senti- 
ment of adoration for something held to be super- 
human, and to encourage the belief that this some- 
thing superhuman, can and will intercede for pleasure 
or pain as between the individual persons believing 
or disbelieving therein. Man's experience most, in 
the end,* be determined according to his pressing 
needs and all experience is limited beyond this. 

The best transformation that could possibly be 
made of loyalty is to make it a real practical cKffort 
for the uplifliting of humanity in general and the 
individual in particular. Ignore all supposed super- 
human beings or agencies Turn to man tind man 
alone. Whatever improves his condition in this 
world, of wliich we know something, must tend toward 
improvement in any other world, of which we know 
nothing. Improvement mipans progress and progress 
makes for greater perfeoti(M!L We cannot have too 
purpose. Its creeds and precepts have been concocted 
much of this worldism. We have already had too 
much of other worldism. The here and the now, of 
which IngersoU spoke, should be made the objective 
of all human effort 
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A THEOLOaiGAL FARCE— OOMEDY. 

Omnipotent good and omaijjotent ovil, coexistent, in con- 
tinual conHict, ixnutitates the buio elements of the Ohris- 
^ tian faith. 

The one contradicta the other. 

Croativo fi«i<ls, viciirioiis atoneiiicnts, rciloiiiption tliroiic;!! 
faith, the belief in immortality, prayers, preachers, and all 
that go to make up the system of Christian worship, have - 
for tlioir jxronndwdt-l^. tlic Iu'licf, fxpi-oss or iiii])li('(l, in the 
notion of two conlli'-tinf;' forces in nature. JJotli aro 
alleged to Ix' onini])otent, irrepressible. One st"rives for 
unadulterated .good and the other for >inmixed ovil. Man 
is the pnp])et. or the instrument, upon which these omnipo- 
tent, ^rrepre^^il>l(■ forces ojicrale for tlieir rnutnal, or inili- 
vidual benefit. Jl^lau is powerless in the hands of either. 
Both foroes are said to possess a will, or mind, dominant 
and control! I nii', un<ler vliicli man falls for weal or woo. 

If tlie Chiistian world cniild only brini;- lliese forces into 
a direct, i)ersonal conllii i, each to war upon the other, to 
the end that both could be exterminated, mankind would be 
happier for the deal. As things now stand the Christian 
offers his ;r,u\ on one slile with a sugar-COated pill to catch 
imsuspecting humanity, and the devil on the other side 
with an evil pleasure to dish out from which be hopes to . 
tempt man into sin an<l punishment. 

Isn't tliis a great sclienie ^ The lilatlc, had it been re- 
quired, could have invented a much helttr plan, but our 
opinion watt not sought when this elaborate system of 
spoliation wa6 constructed, hence, humanity must suffer 
under it until it is wiped out of existence. 

For proof of such a doctrine reference is made to the 
agonizing nijrht spent by Jesus in the garden of Qeth- 
saniane, for we are told, that while his disciples slept 
he meditated with the high mogul on heaven's throne, in 
anticipation of what was soon to befal him. Hit reaiatanoe 
of temptation by (he ilovil is also pointed to as offering 
proof of hid divine character, and this is used as a picture 
for men to dwell upon in the notion that they would be 
better off would they do likewise. 

What kino of rest did Jesus need, bodily or spiritually ? 
If it was mere bodily rest then he was subject to the same 
physical weakness that afilict all hmnanitj. If it waa a 
spiritual rest then we are led to assume that the spirit 
needs rest, and, is therefore, unfitted for eternal life. 
Omnipotenoo seeking either physical or spiritual rest is 
an ahanrdity. It would be no answer to say that it was the 
"man nature" of Christ that sought rest, for the "god- 
nature" must have been ever present w^ith him and in the 
moment of need was ready to perform. With omnipotence 
at his oomniand, what had Jesus to fear ? Being omnipo- 
tent, how oonld he be made to suffer pain I If Jesni waa 
the embodiment of omnipotent good, how could the devil, 



the embodiment of omnipotent evil, succeed in tempting 

him f Can the hnnuin mind jiossilily conceive of omnipo- 
tence vicldiiiii ? No good nuiii can be tempted to the com- 
mission 1.1' pi -iiivc evil save through deceit and treachery. 
So when the devil, as it is recorded, sought to tempt Jesus 
by th(> promise to turn stones into bread, did not Jesus, 
beiui;- omnipotent. kn(Av thal^ the devil was merely trying to 
deceive him, and that the promise could never be fulfilled ? 
If it was a part of the divine plan to fool somebody the 
sch( iias priiveil .in admirable sucoeSB judging from the 
nuinl i rs who profess to iiclieve it. 

If .!( -IIS was god, or a part of god, he knew, long before 
the incidents occurred, just what waa going to take place, 
everything that would happen and what the result would 
be. lie knew that he; was to come into the world in the 
form of a man; that he was to suffer; that he would be 
betrayed; that he was to be subjected to temptation; that 
ho wa- to suffer death; that ho would rise again; that 
many would believe and that more would not believe; that 
heaven was foi those who accepted him and his pilgrimage; 
that hell lay in wait for those who did not accept him ; and 
yet in spite of all this, we are asked to believe, on pain 
of eternal punishment, that divine omnij)otence wont 
through all tliis farce-comedy in order to offer an oppor- 
tuiiity for mankind to accept hhn and believe in him 
through faith alone wlien the physical faott contndiot it 
at every essoiiial jtoint. 

The entire Christian scheme is based, as previously 
stated, upon a belief in omnipotent good and omnipotent 
evil. Qood gods and bad gods *at constant war with the 
allciinl soul of man as the objective sought for. Both are 
given equal ix)wer and helpless man is left as a mere 
pi ece of mechanism for these gods to toy with. Men end 
women have been madi' the cruel sport of goils Ifmg enough 
au<l as the blessed Hghi "t Science dawns upon the mind, 
as reason's lamp sheds its i)eneficent rays abroad and pene- 
trate the human heart, all these god« will disappear* and 
man will then recognize and enjoy his freedom and 
majes^. 



Our next issue will contain a picture of the late OoL 
IngerMill and a sketch of his life and work. Other articles 
will bo couti'ibuted on the subject. Being the anniversary 
of his birth the Blade hopea to use its columns on this 
occasion in striving to create an Ingenoll Memorial senti- 
menr, as being one of the greateat minds of the nineteenth 
century in all America. Those desiring extra copies 
ahould notify us at once, bo that we may make ample pro- 
vision for them. 

Don't overlook the Correspondence School. The Blade 
haa built great hopes on thia institution but it needs the 
help of all to make it the auoceas it ou^^t^to beii 
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KVKUYIiDDV GET READY. 

The Jiliuk' (lim-ts tlic special attention of its readers to 
the pro/iraiii. n|i])t'iirinp; in another column of this issue, 
for the iiiiiiPii! cniivciii ioii of the Buckeye Secular Union, 
to be held ^t Caual Dover, Ohio, Sunday, September 6, 
nescti 

Tlie prciuriiin sliu\\> that tlic iiiciiilicrs of the Fiiion are 
active, energetic and atteutive to bii.^iness. It also means 
a Yuasj time. It contains the further suggestion that there 
will be a shaking up of the dry-bonea of o/tbodoxj and 
plenty of material to furnish the preachers food for thought. 
But, friends*, money is needed to make it a success. If 
all the Freethinkers within easy reach of Canal Dover wo#>l 
attend the convention, or, unable to do that, send a donation 
to aid in making the gathering a success, tmicli <:<mi'1 wmild 
be done for our cauiie and every Freethinker would be bene- 
fitted thereby. 

It is also announced that tlie convention for tlie ^fatorial- 
iat A8so<;iation will follow ,at the same place, liolding fortli 
on Monday and Tuesday, Septonber 7 and 8. Additional 
speaken are on this program and taken altogether these 
should be made the occasion for a reunion of the Free- 
thought hosts. 

Any Freethinker wishing to donate to thus promote 
the cause an; requested to address President George O. 

Roberts, D(iiiii~on, Oliin. Donations may also be sent 
to Eliza Jdowry Bliven, Brooklyn, Comiecticut, box 76. 



THE COBBBBPONDENOE SCHOOL. 



Four morr weeks and the School will be open! 

This is tlie Ix'ginning of a new and inij)ortaiit phase in 
Freethought pioiiM^anda and we still hope for a licarty 
and liberal mi|i{> >rt from all friends who can aji|iru\e 
of the plan. 

Owing to businesti changes and changes in the personnel 
of its accepted students. We have a positive rarollment of 

sixteen students, with about twelve more jtroniised and 
others still have the matter under consideration. In addi- 
tion to liiese a number have l)ought the text-books for their 
individual use without joining the school, so whatever the 
final results may he the school can claim credit even for 
these. 

During the past few weeks a number of the students 
have purchiieed their text-books with a view to looking 
them over ii. order to bec-ome more familiar with the sub- 
jects to be taught by tlie time the school work is actually 
started. The Bl^jk advises all students who have not 
yet obtained tlieir text books to do so at once that they 
may have th( same ojiiHjrtunity as otliers. The lessons 
and examination papers an; now on the 2>re88 and these 
will be ready for distribution before the end of the present 



niontii. .Tuition fees are now due and upon payment 
lliereof tiie scholarships will \je immediately issued. 

Several friends have written us saying that they will 
buy a scholarship in order to help the school and present 
it to some worthy student. To all these we now suggest 
that the name of the student to be thus favored be sent 
to us at once that the scholarship may be properly made 
out and sent fo the person indicated. Such students should 
also be advised concerning their text-books ami any further 
delay, as far as these are concerned, will be a positive 

(lra\vl>a''k to them. 

Willie the number of students actually enrolled will not 
pay the expenses of the school, through the ten dollar 
tuition fee, yet wo will both start and run the school the 
allotted length of time', taking u])on ourselves the liability 
and responsibility tben-of. To this end, however, such of 
our friends who can afford to do so, arc requested to aid 
us by such contributions as they can freely give. The 
cause is worthy. It is for a liberal education that is hound 
to make against superstition in all its forms and strengthen 
the propaganda of Freethought 

Since the ]iublicatiou of the Sohool prospectus we have 
decided upon the text-book for Zoology. It is compiled by 
James Orton with revisions by Fred Dodge. It is a publi- 
cation of the American T'ook rompany and its catalogue 
price is $].S0. All students in the school, however, can 
obtain a i'O j)er cent reduction, plus postage, by ordering 
through the School or in the name of the School. The 
safer plan is to order through the Schot)! and then no 
mistake can occur in rcirard to the book. 

Many promises have been received from friends in the 
matter of securing students for the School. We hope that 
these promises will lie carried into praotioal effect during 
the proc>eul month. 

To all friends of the School we now urge their c^^pojra- 
lion Mild active support. Send us names of students ot a 
dunntiuu to help the School. 

To all students we urge a preparation for the work. 
Secure y(jiir text-hooks and procure the .scholarship. 

The day it> at hand when the school begins actual work 
and we hope to make it the nucleus of a great syittRm of 
propaganda for Freethought in America. 

Enough has been said, from time to time, throu^ii the 
columns of the Jilade, explanatory of what the Schobl 
pro])08es to do. Pur friends should he able to understand 
the matter thoroughly by this time. We must now place 
it in the hands of lilade readers in particular and tbo 
friends of b'rectbought in general 

Ours must necessarilly, for some time to come, ha a 
labor of |f»\<, hut we ho|ic by earnest effort to make the 
school a power for good in the land aiid aid in the work 
of overthrowing orthodox superstition with all that it 
impliia. 



BLI7E GBA 

MEKE, MENE. TEKEL UPHAR8IN. 

In a soiis(> ovevy rciuling nuiii auil woman known wuat 
is nioiint li.y the expreiwioii concerning the "handwriti .ig «m 

the wall." 

Litenilly iiitcr|irctc<l it >|'.('lls "Failure.'' 

The C/'liri^tiiin clmn li. lor iiiiiny trenerations, Laa pointed 
to this incident of .B('lsliii/.zar and the term has been used 
as a favorite figure of speech, (>s])eciall.v when the clerp^y 
soii^lit ti) point a moral or ailorii a talc It Ikis invarialily 
been Uised against the nnltcliovcr, and it is only within the 
last decade, or so, that the church has be^n to realixe that 
it can lie ap|>lied witli (mcii iircatcr force to themselves. 

Attention has lii'en rrri|iiciitly railed iiy the iJiade to 
the growinjj uniio))ii]ariiy of tiic church and all things 
pertaining to the cluireli, the alnioi^t contempt with which 
its pretensions are received liy the crreat masses. Today the 
church adxocates keonl\' fci l llic-c r< -iili-. uml in j nioinciil 
of mental repentance for their iiinunieraldc shortcomings 
a candid admission is made that the charge made against 
the ehiireh is true. 

liight here a litting comparison can be made. When 
the bible deit^' is said to have undertaken the creation of 
worlds and systems and inspired certain favorites to com- 
pilo u record (d' those prelenth'il events, this disily had no 
knowledge, or hail failed to inspire, concerning the planet- 
ary systems, their orderly procession and position in the 
universe. So with the clergy. They have utterly failed 

to reeof^ni/.e (pr aeeepl llle principles of sociolony f)r to 

give one thought concerning thu material welfare of the 
masses. Aheorbed in what they deemed the spiritual de- 
mands of the people, they did not know that material com- 
forts were what the people were in most direct need of, 
and the eliurch entered npon a course of ahsoliite neglect 
under the aHSumption that the more material wants w^re 
gratified, th(' less inclinetl would the i)i'o|)le become to the 
so-calieil spiritual ami both god and his clergy would suffer 
as a resultant ueccbsity. 

Now let us turn for a moment to the Pan-Anglican 
conference which hari heeii held in l,ond(»u luider llie 
leadership ui the t'hnrch of England. This conference 
was oom posed of the bishops and leading clergy of the 
religious system represented by the English church, the 
Episcopal church iu this country being the recognized 
American branch thereof, .\ccordiiig to the report of that 
conference sent to tlu; Now York Sun the Jiishop of 
Birmingham, wiut was prevented by illness from presiding 
over the coat'eri'Uce, sent a paper tiiereto which was read 
by the Bishop of Alatisuchusotts, iu which the tirst named 
bishop roundly scored the church for its seeming neglect 
of the labor (piestinn. In this paper, which was further 
BUpplcmeute' 1 by other clergy present, as reported, the ad- 
mianon wm made that the obwroh found itielf face tf> face 
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with the rising tide of socialism and while the majority 

spoke of ir as an evil lo he ci imitated, tlie Bishop of Bir- 
minaliam's ]ia|)er gave prominence to the fact that even in 
Kmilaud, as el>i\vhere, there existed a rank injustice in 
the division of the profits of industry. On this subject, 
the i)aper suggested that there existed a "grinding poverty 
among the workers'' and an "extravai;ant luxury among 
the idle rich.'' lie then proceeded to demand that the 
church make manifest some' tremendous act of penitence, 
iu ~ome way. for liaviuir "failed so long ami so izreafly to 
chaiiipiou il.e nj)presse(l and weak," a penitence, which, 
he insisted, should he immediately followed by a "repara- 
tion, 'ere the well-merited judgment of god take all weap- 
ons of social inflnoncc out of our hands." 

The Frcetliinher and ilie socialist will he able to under* 
stand what the learned prelate was driving at It is an 
admission' that in all lands where the Christian drardt 
liolils sway, there are oppressed and weak, which implies 
tile coiixerse, thai liie oppress,, r, who nuiy he strong, is 
then- also. And liiis after Iwo ihousand years of Christ! 
This with all the boastings of the church! It is also an 
admission that we have grinding poverty side by side with 
extrav ai:ance hy idle rich. It is a further admission that 
the church, which is said to be of god, has systematically 
neglected the people's cause, while championing the cauae 
of the rich for its own special nain. That the church re<h 
oguizcs its grcvious mistake is apjiarent from the fact that 
a demand for "reparation" is uuide Imt after all the under- 
lying motive for this sudden change of front is found pic- 
tured in the expression of fear and dread, lest social in- 
tlueuce he wrested from their hands. 

After uU i'. is not the love of justii'e and the condemna- 
tion of injustice. It is not the desire to see ri^t triumidi 
and previous wron^^ destroye<I, or that good prevail hecaua© 
it vlixUl and pro[>er that it shuidd, iuit the church must 
not h>^e social inlluence and we are fori'cd to di'claro that 
just so long as the church works from this principle alone 
it will fail. And it must fail for from its very nature 
it cannot exist without social inlluence. From its very 
nature it must be on the side of predatory wealth and 
against the masses. It will preach to the latter to wring 
subuussive obedience to authority. But now the lines are 
being laiitly ilrawn and the people are drifting from under 
its intluence to such an e.\tent that reverend bishops osn see 
the handwriting on the wall. 



Calvin burned Bervetus because they could not agree 

whether Jesus was the eternal son of ^od ur the son of 
tlie eternal goil. The world now knows that Jesus was 
neither. If be lived at all he was no more than thousands 
of oilier .fewi* who had wandered from ihe faith of their 
failiers and he met the fate common to innumerable re- 
formers. 
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PROORAM OF CONVENTION 



Backeye Secnlar Union Arranges for Splendid Gathering at 
OhmI. Davtr, OUa^ li f twibK 6. 



1IATIIUX2II AiSOOIATIOy (MT SAXD. 



Are you going to the Convention t 

No ue to ask what Convdntion, for there are none now pend- 
ing save thoM arranged to take place in Canal Dover, Ohio, 
Boptember 5, (> and 7, by the Buckeye Seealar Union and 
Mat«rialiat Aamdation. 

Bear in mind the time and plaee of meeting. 

The proiveeta an for an ehthnaiaatie gathering, and. tbeae 
Midetiea ahonid be favored with a large attendanee. The offleeit 
of both write the Blade to the effect that evaiy indieatioh p<nnts 
to ineeeM, and Freethink«ri who ean, oa|^ to attend and give 
•reiy poaaible enoooragement. Let theae be a sort of revival for 
those of our brethren who are fortunate enough to be present. 

Through the splendid efforts of President deorge 0. Roberts, 
and Miss Loa Lawrence, Secretary, of the Buckeye Seoular 
Union, a magnificent program has been arranged. While no item 
but those of tusinuss transact iuim and speeches are given, it is 
aJso stated that both vocal and instrumental mnsie will be 
furnished to cnUven the proceedings and make them attraetive 
in every way. 

Owing to the faet that not enough members can pledge them- 
selves, as coming from any distance, to attend the conventions, 
no special rates can be had or concession secured on Ohio 
railroads, but the Central Hotel at Canal Dover has offered a 
reduced rate to all delegates and friends al $1.50 per day. The 
new railroad rate law in Ohio providing for a two-cent per mile 
rate niakos travelling easy and should insure a large crOWd of 
Freethinkers from the vicinity of the place of meeting. 

This idea is well expressed by Presidsnt Boberts, who, ia a 

letter to tlio Blade, says: 

"If Ficci hiiikiTs wuuld only give half as nnich time and 
energy to oui' cause as they would if they were orthodox, then we 
could make tli( sky-pilots hustle soiiic. " 

The whiilc situation is admirably expressed in those few words. 
Let every f>eethinker take tliciu tn heart. Aaalyie them and 
find out what they mean. Act accordingly. 

The liuckeye Seealar UaioB progm is aiiMgad to tak* place 
as follows: 



The sixth annual session of the Buckeye Secular Union will be 
held in Hardesty's Opera House, Third Street, Canal Dover, 
Ohio, Snndaj, Sqjitamber 0th, E. 308. 

PfiOGRAM. 
Morning Session. 

9:00. — Address of Welcome Samuel Toomey 

Response _ Otto Wettstein 

10:00— Report of the Secretary Miss Lou Lawrenise 

Report of the Treasurer Mr. J. WiHrar White 

10:30— Election of Officers for Ensuing Year. 

11:00— Short Speech, or Round Table Discussion, by Members. 

12:00— Adjourn for Luncheon. 

Aitomoon SewinL 

1:30— Why I am a Freethinker. \ Mr. A. C. Narragon 

2:00— Leaso« from "Paine" Mr. William McCarthy 

2:15— What Is SnpetsUtion W. 8. English, Bsq. 

2:46— What Is Education . Mr. Jesse P. White 

3:16— The Bads of Our Hopes Is the Law of Progress 

Dr. T. J. Bowles 

4:30— Trolley ride to Tuscora Park. 

Evening Baaiion. 

7:30— Idealism ..Mr. Walter C. Hardcsty 

7 :50 — What W^omen Ought to do Instead of Church Work 

Mrs. Eliza Mowry BHven 
8:30 — Secular Philosophy vs. Christian Faith, 

Mr. John R. Charlesworth, Editor Blue Qrass Blade 
The following committees are herewith appointed: 
Organization— Elisa M. Bliveu, Ous A. Parr, Benjamin Bald- 
win, FIsq. 

Resohiiions— Dr. J. T. Bowles, Helen M. Lucas, A. 0. Narragon. 
Press — John R. Charlesworth, Lou Lawrence^ fid. M. Lowe. 
Finance— Samnel Toomqr, Anna ISl, McQoire, Joseptt B. ^ohn- 

ston. 

Entertainment— WaHer C. Hardeaty, Nelle M. Converse, ALbed 

M. Stowe. 

NOTlCi:. 

The Central Hotel will be headquarters, and a si)ecial rate of 
$l.r)0 i)or day will be given to those attending the convention. 

The iMaterialist Association will meet in (^anal Dover on the 
Till and 8th of September, and wli! he present at the meeting 
of the Buckeye Secular Union. TIk^ two events cover three days. 
The M. A. will also iiiecl in the Hardcsty Opera IIcmisc. The 
))rogram for this convention will be announced in a few days. 

Everybody invited and free discussion, . free press and free 
speech is uur motto. • 



German educators are now measuring 
piety, as an educational admixture, by the 
inch, and the cU rgy are making loud and 
bitter protests. This Is nothing extraordi- 
nary, neither is it altogether new. Curtail- 
ments are encompassing theology round 
about in all parts of the civilized world and 
It is but natural that a howl should be 
made by the privileged class. 

From Darmstadt conies the report that 
amusement is being furnished the leaders 
in the educational system and dismay 
thrown upon the clergy in the dominions 
of the Grand Duke of Hesse by reason of 
a state regulation limiting the number of 
lines the editors and compilers of a new 
school book shall give to religious matters. 
It appears that the specifications give the 
maximum number of inches allowed beyond 
whieji the editors and compilers shall not 
iow No «sad« the difgy and ttair toOo«> 



ers scoff at the idea of teaching reUgkm 

and piety by the Inch. 

According to the published accounts the 
books 'shall not contain more than thirty- 
six inches to teaoh the bible creation story, 
which is a reduotlon from flfty-flve lines, 
previously obtaining. The story of Adam 
and Eve in Eden has been cut down from 
seventy-three to fifty-four lines. Cain and 
Abel got In the cut from thirty-three to 
twenty -six lines and the flood story curtail- 
ed from seventy-three to flfty-flve lines. 

The Blade fails to see any necessity for 
tlie sllgt- lest instruction being given to the 
children upon any of the above subjects, 
nor should there be so far as true educa- 
tion is concerned, but even with such a 
curtailment there is an indication of 
a tendency upon the part of the Ger. 
man educational authorities to retrench 
mattm of • decidedly ortho- 



dox turn in public Instruction. Even this 
nuiob is to be welcomed aa • hMdthjr sign 
of the times and it carries thO ImpHcatlon 

that It is only a question of time when such 
mailers will be absolutely eliminated for 
wiUi tlie curtailment already going on there 
is no knowing when and where it will end. 

The published report' of the affair states 
that the German pastors ere bitter in their 
denunciation of this curtailment, and that 
the educational authorities reply to them 
by insisting that the old testament history 
is not good for modern children. Tlie 
authorities have even gone so far as draw 
comparisons between their now text-boolc 
end the teaching given in Jewish schools, 
wlilch show that even as matters will stand 
under the new arrangement the Hessian 
children will be given fur more of the old 
testament than the Rabbla are wont to 
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Heathendom or Christianity 



A Few Practical Thoughts Growing Out Of 
Ivtiyday LIf*. 

(By L M. mamr). 

How "bleased" to lire, in a hmd where 
■o many are trying In a laudable way to 

fill their niche in life to gain BUBtenance 
for their material welfare! 

This Sunday inoniinK the writer hitched 
to his l)UBgy to talie some nail for a bunch 
of little cattle oil a farm, four ir.iica from 
home, that ho had not found tijie to see 
himself for two weeks; the late, wet spring 
keepiuK the farmer from doliij; much that 
usually is doin' a monlli I'arlier, hence with 
fair days and favorable weather every 
hour has need to be made use of in getting 
out a cro]), tending the sheep shearers, etc. 
Along the way over one young man haulinR 
a load of corn across fields to be handy 
for hoEis feeding on clover. Another bring- 
ing home tho sheep to be shorn, one hoeing 
out the truck patch, one harrowing and 
Iilantliig, yet another finishing up planting 
a lar^e fu Ui he could not get done yester- 
day, and yet another with ho.u roiilanting. 
These few along the public roads and how 
many in back fields, attending to cares that 
come to their avocation in the rush of work, 
now on till' farm, could not even make a 
guess with anything like certainty. 

NevertbeleM It maalfeata traadon of 
thot and action. The gods of old Israel are 
not being worshipped and made over as 
something mightier than tlii' laws of na- 
ture, Inate with atmospherical disturbances 
by force in the rtMtitg ud falUng tamper*- 
ture, laden more or less with moisture to 
be precipitated upon tho earth tinder cer- 
tain conditions, times and lilaccs. and inaii 
has need to use his Judgment in working 
to meet well laid down plana at hla oom- 
mand. 

Tn talking with the young fellow farmer 
finishing till' large Held, one said he hojiv^d 
there was no harm done to any one by his 
planting, as with more ground to braak 
and plant he thought to use the few good 
days now left before too late. 

The writer confi sed to liis rinming the 
planter part of the day one week ago and 
had theaa words ot oomfmrt clvan by an 
old Bible student and observer of pass- 
ing events, who came uji as we were 
talking, that '■evry man wu.i a god unto 
himself— if for good, a good god; If bad, a 
bad god: all meant the aptrit lite enkindled 
and animated to action by the promptings 
of nature at his command ; ar il If there be 
wrong in auvthhig, tho punishment would 
be felt with life in the body— not at some 
future time." 

But. says church adhetents, "It Is hard 
to believe in tho doctrine of the atheist 
when one is raised differently." That is, 
be cannot, or will not, think tor himself, 
and continues to be toad blindly on by 
spectral visions. 

Twenty-flve years ago last April, on a 
Baturday, we reciived a sliiimient of a 
wagon-loi>'' of ornamental trees, five to 
seven feat hl|^ that I. on the tollowtw 



day, Sunday, transplahtad aboat tha hovsa 

lots, along the public road, and tor soma 

distance along the right of Way Of th* r«H 
road that crosses the farm and pnbiio load 
some 60 rods above the house. The o<- 

flcials recognised my efforts a* a yomg 

man with the splqlt of progress, adding at- 
tractions to the farm, and had the section 
men to place gravel stones round about the 
trees to protect then tmn lire that bI|^ 

run thru the grass to their injury. 

Scarcely a month had passed when the 
sons and daughters of Christian i)eoplo 
going to and from churrti. as I had seen 
them in their "jovial revelry" passing, cut 
them down for canes and bedecking their 
semi-civilized anattomy with twigs of "ever- 
(so) green." To-day had the trees been 
left alone, as those about the bouse, they 
bo an admirable feature to the farm. 

When lamenting to an old friend at the 
time for the acts of impulsive youth, his 
rejily was, "You are ten years ahead of the 
times." Even more, for now it's the ever- 
lasting promulgation ot an untruth that 
Christ and the devil are supreme, and pos- 
sessed of both, proeeed to show It In aU 
they do, regardless ot right, reason and 
justice toward all. 

'I'omoriow, .lune 1st, the "Ud" will be 
lifted to permit the shooting of squirrels, 
bnt this evening (Sunday, mind you) I 
heard shooting out In the woods, back of 
the bam, seemingly eager to get the few 
little stiuirrels to be found before another 
gels there, and without permit, and pos- 
sibly Sunday-school attendants, but not 
curing If Jehovah of the Jews, or any other 
god of the church of Christ has his weather 
eye open, fearlesly go fortli to meet the 
desires uppermost in their thoughts. 

WAS THE BOY RIGHT? 

aist ot an Ordinary Conversation Abe«t 

Sunday School, Etc. 

(By John F. Clarke.) 
I overtieard a conversation between* 
young lady and a lad ot about lUteen. Toe 

Mding lady said: 

•Austin, you liave not been to Sunday 
school for the past three Sundays." 

"No." said he, 1 Ml not attend any 
more." 

"Why." she asked, "are you attending 
some other school r" 

"Oh. no," he said, "I do not believe that 
bible business, and It seems like nonsense 
to listen to tt." 

■Oh! you horrid thinf! Ton taOc 
my iiapa. If you ka^ en yo« will be jnat 
&b bad as be is." 

"la be bad? I had an Idea that he was 
a line fellow." 

"Hes the dearest duck that ever Uved. 
except that he la entirely IrreUglOW Md 
is a terrible scoffer." 

"Well. If he Is honest it will not hurt 
him any." 

"Maybe not, hut people think that he is 
(lueer and some people arc afraid to visit 
our house, and it makes our social affairs 
•o wrong." 



"I would^ not mind that, If I were you. 
I would have fun out of it." 

"Oh, yes, you are a boy, and it is dlf- 
. fsrent with yon." 

"Do yon really think that people who 
not that way are worth bothering about?" 

"Well, you see, we — Itiat Is. my mother 
and l---have attended the Presbyterian 
church for ao long that oar aoelety set In 
almost limited to that class and we do 
not care to be left entirely to ourselves." 

"Did you notice that there are three dif- 
ferent sets in the church and neither set 
Is friendly with any other setr 

"Oh, yes, we know all about that and 
they run each other down awfully, too." 

"Well," said the boy, "I am going to cut 
out the wtiole thing. Not you, of course, 
but the Sondaf aehocd, and I have taken 
up stenography and I am studytaig very 
hard." 

■But what did your folks say ." she asked. 

"Oh, not much. Pa said I was the beat 
judge of what was straight and what waa- 
fake; and ma said that I would eiMM tO 
my senses by and by." 

"Well. I hope yoor am la right Ooofr 
bye!" 

Uood-bye!" 



AVhile the American daily press has lost 
much of the power it formerly wielded In 
the moulding of public opinion, it can still 
be used an Index to the mental temper 
of the people among whom it circulates. 
A newsjiajjer, in the full and literal sense, 
is but a mirror in which the community 
may see itself. It is little more than "a 
public record of events that happen from 
day to day, and instead of newspapers 
molding public thought, . the newspapers, 
as a rule, print such thoughts as are deem- 
ed to be pleasing, or acceptable to their 
readers. In other words, they play for 
the stakes, and realise that by antagonis- 
ing popular sentiment, failure la more than 
likely to confront them. 

Of all the American dailies, the Clncln- 
nuti KiKiuirer is among the largest and 
may boast a very large circnla^Mi. In 
other words, it has made itself, to an ex- 
tent, popular. To be popular means that 
it is acceptable to a largi' number of people- 
It has been made so by printing and pub- 
Uahbig thoughts in conuoon with the pop* 
ular thought Now, in the light ot what la 
here suggested, read the following whIA 
appeared in large, black type, on the first 
page of its issue, Sunday, June 28, as the 
headUnaa of an arttato nader • Loadondato 
line:— 

tier MLOTt 
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Attende d Pan^Aagliean CaiigraaB at 
WerMTa MeHiepella. 

For what most church people would call 
"irreverence" and an utter dlsregaid for 
the supposed sacredness of the ministerial 
ealllng, that headUne takea the cake. Not 
a protest has been heard agahut Ita pobll- 
cation. The readers and the pnbUo genST* 
ally have accepted It with silent acq ol ea- 
oence. As a rule the term Is used as an es> 
prosslon of oontempt for the profaaskMi, 
and to see It appearing In a great dally 
newspaper la • watoooM sign ot the " 
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•em* Pri«ncUy AtfvlM. 

CLEVELAND, OHIO— WItUn find check 
for $1.00 to slick my label on tli»» Blade 
up to a hiKhpr point. Now T nm crnInK to 
■ay a word. I do not wnnt to pontinui' our 
dlacuBsion on the prohlbitlfn question. As 
I said in a former letter I eonaider that 
you have a work probably you think more 
Important, nrnl It would not ho bf>s* for yon 
to mako yourKflf notivc ^ilone; our lln<^3. 
but I have this to sav: The strugele with 
the aalooii ia faat drawkur to a laat and 
final strucrarle and tt will come In Kentucky 
perhaps soon'^r than ' on tbink. and I want 
to say to yon, as t ln-r.thcr. that TOO Will 
do more harm to the oauBe of Preethmnrht 
than the Blade haa ever done good If yon 
allow yonrself to jret cawrht on t»ie wronir 
aide of tbts nnostton. Yon will obsprve 
that tbp Probibftion tiartv in l*s nlntform 
baa declared for trial by lury on nu«»stlons 
9t the nae of the malli In caaea where a 
postmaster attempts to throw papers otit 
of the mall. Tbls, T bpllovf. Is the onlv 
party so rpsolvfncr. Tbo cri^at mas= of 
so-called christians and n larsre number of 
others folkiwin* then now think tb«t Free- 
thinkers are Immoral, that at leaat their 
doctrines, or want of dostn'nes, lead direct- 
ly to Immorality; tbat ttu> rbrlstlan reltffoa 
Is the only rrstraint an Individual can hare 
to prevent him from demonstrattnic hla total 
depravity and polng to the devil croaelote. 
You have n prrpnt responsibility on your 
hands. If you mike the Blade the orean 
of that freedom that claims the freedom 
to do wron^, you drive away many good 
men and women who would like to see the 
eobweks of superstition swept awnv but 
■till realise the value and necessity of 
virtue and temnerance. I hope you will 
thnk careftillv before you commit your 
paper to a wrone: policy on thla aubject— > 
GEORGE L. CASE. 

(The Blade, m a Freethousrht publica- 
tion, neither opnoses por advocates prohlbl- 
tlon. nor win It do so under Its prnsnnl 
manaRemi'iit Wf fall to sop the instipc 
of any prohibitory law as applied to the 
qneatloa InviriTed. hot are abaohitely tedlf- 
tmnt OB the iame.— Bd.) 



Mere tehooi Boeka. 

MOSIER. ORB.— Enclosed find «4.26 
Cpoatofllce money order) for wblob sond me 
the four text books nspd In first \-. ar's 
•onrae of Correspondence School. I am 
•nxlou to he reading. If you bare to de- 
fend the rlKbt of llbprty and American citi- 
zenship throHcb tbp oour's von can draw 
on me for $r..nn to start with and moi 
needed. We must bavp frpp speech and 
free press. It is an outraep on our rIgMa 
aa eatabllsbpd by our forofathera to have 
a censorship plar d on the press. Thla Is 
the result of class Ircrislatlon. I say let us 
as Prcpthlnkprs rally to thp rescue. The 
blade Is RottlnK better all thp time, as an 
exponent of justice and truth. It Is essen- 
tial in bringing about a higher Intelligence 
tp tk» mtmm ■ W. mmoK. 
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Another Student Heard Prom: 



BRIDGEPORT. NEB. — Inrlosod find 
check for $5.20 for the four toxt books to 
l)p used In the Corrospon donee School. 1 
do not wisti to (iv.iil myself of the discount 
on the books, and trivo that to the benefit 
of the Blade. Kliidl^ hav( books sent mf 
at once as I wish 'd boRln ri-vlewing them 
rleht awav, I fed lilKbly pleased that you 
.n-p undertaking: this Kreat task. It Is cer- 
tainly a noble undortaklnK and I hope It 
can be continued Indefinitely, and that after 
It Ik started tboFc may come forward who 
are ab'e to help make It a success. Por 
one 1 am wllUnff. if others show an Interest 
in the school, to s;ive more than the stipu- 
lated .tultkm to help It along.— V. ANDER- 
SON. 



•eme Straiflht Talk. 

H ifi'^R'^TOWN'. "\Tn. — rouiniontlntr on 
D. W. B. Murpliv s .Inly r,th Blade artlclp 
preferring socialism and Freethougbt, I've 
written him aa follows: 

"I am surprised that you think you can 
not subscrlbp for and aid tbp Bladp In Its 
P.L'ht for freed >ni -freedom of thoticht, 
speech, press and malls — the very bedrock 
and foundation of all other freedom what- 
■o ever, and without which no other free- 
dom can exist or be worth flRbtinc: for. 

"Whon povprnment Itself sunprossos 
these virtues, shall we still further Increase 
the government's power to oppress, through 
enlarging Its ownership of property and 
men. and decreaslnpr their power to resist 
suoh tvranny. tbroueb oonflsoatlnK all their 
bolonglngR to this tyrannous state? This 
Ir. indeed, soclalisilc homeopathy with a 
venireance. 

"The proverbially corrupt politicians who 
run the government virtuallv are the gov- 
ernment or state; pnd how many fold 
soclallnttcallv mnitinlylng their power and 
proportionally deereaslng that of their vie- 
tlms. can bonefit said victims Is Incompre- 
'I'nsiMe. Pan we evtertninatp superstition, 
IiitnVraTiro and tyranny by Increasing their 
wealth or power to propagate and decreaa- 
Iner that of their opiionents? 

"Sincerely yours for lnvea«lgatloo, truth, 
reason, liberty and pro g ra aa P . WBBtTBR 
OROH." 



Liked KIdder'a ArUele. 

SOLDIERS AND SAILORS' HO^TK. 
OHIO. — ^I enclose you 25 cents of i)ostal 
stamps. Please send me four Ml ('0]>les of 
your .July l»th Issue, i want to send them 
to my friends who are a little off on social- 
ism. I thluk Mr. Grier Kidder's reply to 
tlip un<iulet host will save them and make 
a ix rmaiipnt cure. For the balance send 
nil- Koiiie i>nnii>iiieis of reading matter.— 
RICHARD S. HIGOIN8. 



The List la Published. 

Sri.WVXRK, OKI. .\,-- Yon will please find 
money order eu&losed for $1.50. Please 
ohaaa* th« label oa tha BM« to "M. I 



would suggeat that all parties that eaanot 

offlclate at a Liberal funeral without being 

paid for tbeir r,(>rvlres would publish their 
nam(>s in th(> 151 ule with the amount re- 
quired, as I feel sure that there are quite 
a number of Liberals that are willing to 
pay a reasonable <amount for this aenrlce.— 
J M. BYLER. 



One More to the Front. 

PARIS, TFX.AS.— lOnclosed find one dol- 
lar nnd a half (.iil.riii) for renewal of sub- 
scription. 

In defenso of the Blade I will do to the 
full extent of my ability.— .1. W. DEWBBSB. 



School Books Sent. 

FT. SMITH, ARK— Herewith I am en- 
clc'sinu; you Wol!s-FarKo Kxpres/-N (tnoney 
onli r for for wliloh please send me 

reference books which will be used in your 
Correspondaoce SohooL-^ABHUBT JOHN- 
SON. 



The Blade a Dandy I 

MONTY ALB, TEXAS.— I enolosei here- 
with a check, the same to be applied on 
another year's subsorlpton to the B. G. B. 
Hurrah for tb<' urand old paper In its new 
dress. It is a dandy. You may depend 
up<m me digging up a $8.00 ooatribatlon 
toward the emergency fund it it beonne* 
neoessary.— E. J. BUCK. 



Renew* and Then Some I 



NEWTON, IOWA— Find Inclosed post- 
offlcp money ordi>r for $1.50 for another 
year's subscription for the Blue Grains 
Blade. Put me down for $2.00 on the post- 
offloe case tt needed. Wil l try and h<rip 
more It neo e asary. — M. HUNTER. 



SEEDS 

MMMn HHC jwcna I 
, SPBOIALOPPCR: 

rilaJ* U Ml* Maw BsUmw. AtrUl wlU^ 
r make you our pamunant cuttomar. • 

' ^CABANTEED TO PLtAtB. 

Write to-dMy: Meatioa thla Piper. 
SEND 10 CENTS 

i to MTsr po«u«« Mid pACk iDff And r«c«tT« tkto TAlsAMa i 

V Uktraetlv*. l!cHUllfuI K«-ed and PUhI Bo«k, i 
4^11, ^1 kbout tho IScAt vuUtlei of S«*di, PUnU* •(€. ' 

■ H.W.Buckbee, ' 



BLUE GRASS BLABB 



Gift 'Em Fits. 



That's what '"THK 
flCAia.ET SHADOW." 
Walter Hurt's creat rail- 
ical novel, doas to the 
forces of bigotry and su- 

liorstition. And the MO- 
iilar press of the OOUBtry. 
goaded by the church 
element, Is throwing a 
over It, too. No other 
novel of this decade has 
been so widely UA SO 
bitterly denounced by 
orthodqx rrltlos — which 
Is sntTi.Mi-nt p oof tlmt It 
Is all right. It has cre- 
ated m MnMtion la eon* 
A servatlve elrelea and 

fl auaed consternation 

1/ among the cir-rgy. 

It la enthusiastically 
endorsed by leadtns 
Freelthlnkers through- 
out the world. You all 
know how Hurt can write, and In ihls book 
he is nt Mis best. It is an elegant volume, 
fit to ornament the llnest Ilbmty; containing 
4M pages, printed on heavy egg-shell paper 
ud bound In OB-biood elotb. 
PriM po«tp«M. 

•LUB ORAM BLADB, 

Ky. 



O. Me ROBINSON 





Violin Maker 

ST.PAULrMINN. 



Buy your tIoUim Md fit yotur repair- 
ing done by a man of 50 yMurs experience 
and will guarantee everythlacor no lale 



The Wage Slave 



A Socialist Weekly, that aavoo«tw Indus- 
Mil Uiiluiil— I 

R«v<duttonary to the eon. 

■DITID BY A pnnrrHiNKiR. 

Ttaa enMaar of •MryUdiw tket wiwrt e the 



■•nd for Hunplo oopy. 

AddTMt: TiM Wm« Blavo, Boot tST, Haaooek. 



M. BTIRTON. Ddltor 



Ba Sura and Bubaorlba For 

Secular Thotjght 

A Fortnightly Journal of Rational Crltl- 
ciam In Petltica, Selanoa and Retlglen. 



Orgaa oe ffte 

CANADIAN SECULAR UNION AND THK 

TORONTO SECULAR SOCIETY. 

Kdltor - - J. Spencer Ellis. 
Published at 185% Queen St. West, To- 
ronto, Canada. Terms, $1 per annum. In 
advance; single copies, 10 cents. 

All comniuntcations for the Editorial de- 
partmont should be addressed — 

J. Spencer Ellis, "Secular Thought," 
lsr)V4 Queen St. West, Toronto, Can. 
All Business comniunications, orders for 
books, printing, etc., should be addreued — 

c. M. ELLis, Proprietor and Pnbliiher, 
Secular Ttaouslit, 

IMH Qmob 8t. West. 

Tonato^ Oaa. 



16 (MEDIUM) SIZE 

lea's New lUalMMWitciMs 

HAMPDEN--"No. I0«," 23 Jewels. $30; 
■^m. McKlnlcy". U Jenvels, $22; same, 17 

{»wela. $12; "Oenaral Stark," 17 Jewels, 
10: 16 Jewela. $8; 7 Jewels, $5.50. 
WALTHAM: "RtTeralde Maximua," 23 
Jewels, $50; "Rlveralda," 19 Jewels, Itl; 
"P. S. Bartlett" 17 Jewali, 912.60; 16 lewels, 
$8; 7 Jewels, $6. 

ELGIN— "No. 16«," or "162" 21 Jewels, 
$49; "Veritas" 21 Jewels, $27; "243," 17 
Ipwels. $22: "242" 17 Jawels, til; "141," 
17 Jewels, $12; "340," 17 Jewels. 910; M 
Jewel a, $8 ; 7 Jewels, 90. 

OAm— All the above In tbe new Thin 
Model SlWerlne Screw Cases. In Fahy'a, 
Crown or Deuber filled gold case, guaran- 
teed by the manufacturers for 20 yeara, 
artistic hand chased or plain, $3, or hunt- 
ing case, $5 more, in 26 year case, $2 more 
than In 20 year case. In cases guaranteed 
for all time, screw, $8, or hun^l. 9X0 
more than In Sllverlne case. Pnees Of 
solid gold cases on application. 

Every Watch Quaranteed Fresh and New 
from Factory (no "shopkco-^ers,,), an aeen- 
rato time keeper and, If well used, good for 
fifty yi'ars or longer. Will be kept in order fo» 
one year. Beware of "Special" movementa 
and caaea, made nobody knows where, and 
which you cAinot price intelligently and 
buy everywhere. Also beware of die work 
"engraved" cases — they are a fraud. Those 
listed above are known to be tbe beet 
watahee oiBde, and If watch Is new aad 
perfect, you are safe to buy them Where the 
price Is lowest. I pay freight. 

Iiescribe closely what you want and let 
me send you cuts and prices — also of my 
rreethought Badges and Ingersoll Spoons, 
Ring Oauge and my great little traet, 
"Tlielsai to Tke Cnidble," free. 

OTTO WETT8TEIN, 

LaOnuige, Cook Co., Ille. 



Six Popular Books SentFra 



Aa a aaattar of advsrtl a aa w nt and to la 
crease the eiroulatloii of our advaooad thooght 
literature w« wm 8tBd the foilowtag ate beaks 
free to everr raadsr gf this magaatae who wM 

co-operata with ua: ' 



eONCKNTRATIGN: The road to 

by Henry Harrison Brown. This is a book 
i-oiitainlnK 12S pages written In plain and sim- 
ple language by this popular author of New 
Ttaonght books. It la a clear and pnwtioal 
trsattoa on tho attalament of auooaaa in evsry 
want of Ufa. Prloai easty bomd la doth and 
ROM. OLeOi 



THK CBLNTIAL LIFg, by Fraderiok W. 

Burry. A new book of 144 paces, full of brU- 
liant presentations of truth, highly optimistio 
throughout and directing the way to light, life 
and power. Handsomely prlntod and bound 
Prioe, cloth and gold, 11.00; paptr cover, 60f. 

SPRIGS OF POBTRY, by Norris C. Bprtn. 
l.V. D.. Colorado's favorite poet. This book 
Is like a harp of a thousand strinm — Ave 
hundred poems, on such a variety of subjecta 
that no reader may fall to strike a harmon> 
lous chord. It contains fifteen beautiful lllua- 
trationa. Prioo, Isatheratta, lOe: oMh aad 
gold. tl.OO. 

LOST IN THB BOTTOIMLESS PIT, by J 
Howard Cashmere. An answer to Brneal 
Haeokal's "Riddle of the tTalvarso." vra- 
sents a new hypotheala tne the aotaitlOB a( 
prnhiems of life and mtuS. Over MO pages aC 
Inspiration. Bonad «i4r la aleth aad gaMi 
Price $1.00. 

SIDBRIAL aiOBLIOHTa, by Charlee UuOk 

Brewer, autlMT 9t "The Elder Brother" and 
"Stepplng-stOMa to Heaven." This Is a well 
printed book, aSMtahiiwg a number of profound 
aad brauaat laotoraa on SoolallaHa aad Now 
Thouiht Ilnea. Prioe. in paper oovar oBlr, tea. 

THE TRUTH ABOUT NEW THOUGHT, by 
Julia Seton Sears, M. D. The whole world la 
aaUNT rwhat ia New Tbeught" TMa beiKM 
answers ift a etear and eonolse faSMOn theft 

satisfies. Price, 10c. 



If you wish to secure any or all of the 
booha. asad tan aaata ia stamps or seas sa» 
sample eoples of onr Advanoed TheagM gp^ 

IICRtlons. and we will nend yOQ spaaMt gMr 
blanks which will onR)>1e you «• asiHag ft0 

above books free. Addicss 
• 

..THB BALANCB PUBLISHING w., 

1700 Walton Street Denver Ooloratfe 



Tie People*} Press 



bk He atveMgr et 



rsWMwd weddy at 111 Mae Usai Aea, 

, Cadsago, nL 
J. B. Laaan ..... 
OfHeial paper of the Materialist 

Snbaciiption, 50 Cents a Tooi; 
la Caaads, ei VorsigB Conatriaa, lues a TOBb 



BLUE GRASS BLABS 




77» Hns^ and Only Comptete ERtion of t 

VOLTAIRE^S WORKS | 



pttUtahedtn English has fttsi been comfieted by ih€ 

CRAFTSMEN OF THE ST. HUBERT GUILD 

itlons by WILLIAM P. FLEMING, Including the Notei of TOBIAS 
SMOLLETT, Revised and Modernized A Critique and BhMnphy 
by the RT. HON. JOHN MORLEY, M. P. 

IDESPREAD ir.tcr, - t I,,,, i.rcval!.-.! In the p:.1>lic,,ll,,n of lliis great H.ilhor's wcrks, 
inarms a new er.i in i!;e v.or!d uf l.t( r.cure. 'I'he le.il luitory (jf VuUaiie's life and 
true charut-ier ofhu whiiagt bav« been dcDied Luglish-readug peopU until tbi:, wur 

Voltainb cmlneiit alike u UiMta, tan, laHllat, wK, aMIi mta f. «co — ailrt, T 
M(, Munrbt, a* Ita ckaaitoa M miliiimitt aa4 Itt ba at bbttaraaca U lU 

>lis histoiical wridiifi an UM cnatiaa of on* who mu.tht admiratf 'tmnd of the C 



vurk ^ 



/the 

HittoriM wrima with tuch opponttiiltiMgaInia«r«y«a». 8ia Tohnnct 
" aratiy Um SOB am kaM fitted to inatlhaOraMllaaHdiwHl hii 



drinatltt, 

Its farms. }lis histoi]calwritiiiai 

,.,.;,;m..fl.i»d:iy. HiMC • 
C'Ti ■ Ihf Arc u LouiaXIV 
eavir^'iini'-iit. 

' I.a HenriadF*' I> the greatest raaateipiaceoTEpIc poetry ever written and the moit eloqnrnt 
presentation of rcU);ious toleration the wond has ever known. His tragedle* are the most pri/cd 
CIasiK.5 of France, and his Hramas have been played a hr.n<ired years. 

'l lie " rhitosophical Dictionary" is the best known i f \'nlt;ure's works. The wriiinff rre 

lurid .-irid stlf-eA]i!anat(<ry, an incxh.iustt'tle compendiuui of information and dt!<i,iillijl enu:- 
tainni^nt. lit w.ts among the firbt ,;it-al KncycloptdiMs. 

Voltaire was the precursor of a new ctvilizatioa. As much credit must be given him as 

any to all Imtoey fef the »cf aaaat iitiMlitia* al ttla paat laglraa lafatlle. Tkan 
la icawaly m la ti iaa t a l latarai mt vmt^^ ^Htj^^wi^lHmmititt ' 



taiy. wkM waa Mt allktr ariglaaM ar fliaaiiai Ir 



Voltaire will always be regarded as 
the greatest nan to littratiut, of modern 
timaa, aa4 paAapa •*•• Of aU limaa. 




Aiheltaiaad tanaticism are the two 
le> ofannivetiaoi confusion and horrc r. 
henviov aoM of virtue is bctne,-!! 
those two. MMk wllh a firm stegi in that 
path; baUtw ta Ood and do good. 

— \'r>LlAiRa 



FORTY- THREE HANDSOME VOLUMES 

Size 8' ( X 5^0 inches— 13,034 Pa!<c», over 160 
illustrationf of which 45 are hand colored. 
Divided into three Rections;^ Historical, x6 volumes; (ieneral Literature, embodying his 



.,1 li,..j;ra 



b, r^ 'nis and Ksbays in a iroluMies, iniriiilnclory and Komances in 4'vol- 
" ■ ■ Critiqui ' ' ' 



aininjj Biographical Critique vf \ > lt;iire. in 5 ■ 
'i iie (ur:y third volume is an Iljcx. It h.»s b 
t iiittitsting V(iluiiie, 



(llinies; l*hiloso|-hi< al 
■ piled in stu h a 



THF FniTlftN text Is printed from a new type, elegant and clear, on spei ially 

■ IIL. L.L/Ilivyi1 made paper. Many of lbs iUustralinna arc celebrated to tlu realm of 
art IIS rare examples of the must exquisite aod piquant old French dnigni, special to the lext, 
f''rinin;^ in theniselves a gallery of famous historic characters, Earh volttme has a frontisi<i'-' e 
by M . rill famrd inMners. .Minute precaution has been taken to bring each feature of the work 
up to sta^e of \,t^i\- I. lion. 

THE COMPLETE SET SpNT FREE FOR APPROVAL 

We have hound a very few of these Sets to English Basket Buckram (Red) and while the 
sfr>rk I isi^ w e mo t ing to offer them on these eaceptlonally low tema: bend the set to you 
free ' r . , ,1 in. Ill n nn 1 iipi.roval. If satisfactory, ttmit ui tj.00 and remit the balance};; 00 

' I J- ...l.ly p.nii.cni ,. '1 he Sets are l.iiniteo and Numbered, When these I'-w i" < t r-i 
ex'. .- - 'i!.. |,r:.e%Milheadv,mcedto SI72.W. A ffLENBIIk MASIIVB UBKASV OF T.'iE 
\MiKi.i)'.s lii^l UhST UTEBATURE, AU. ON APPROVAL. " ^- liinTfr 1 lllriii. illlii 

REMEMBER- 
THERE ARE BUT A 
FEW SETS. 
CUT OUT COUPON 
SEND TODAY, 



Tfea at. Mm< tMM tl Art CrafUM 

Axiom, Omu 

Plea** lend me, charges urepsid, the complete wor'is 
ofVoltalre, to Forty- 1 liree (4J) Volumes, bound to lUd 
liaskrt Buckrsm. If sa l fictoiJH 1 1»U remlyrou ^3** 



t once and 93.00 per i 
advisa you Withto tea days, 



Si fH Ulm M 

X t iM fimAUMm 

CUf.... 

Stalt DaU 



St. 9)ubert(3uil^ 

AKRON, OHIO 



A Future life 



A Critical Inquiry into the Scientific Valu* 
of the Alleged Evidences that Man'* 
Conscioua Personality SurvivM 
tiM Llf* of tiM Mn*)' 

— Kmbraclng 

A discussion of the Doctrines of Resurrec- 
tion of the Body, Re incarnation, Spiritism, 
Annihilation, Theories of Metaphysicians, 
Phenomena of SirtritiuUsm, etc. 

BY 8IN0LBT0N WATERS DAVIS 

An octavo volume of 172 pages, wltb fine 
frontispiece Portrait of the author and full 
table of Contents, well printed on Crjrttal 
Book paper and neatly boiind In clotlu 

"A tSitore Lifer is the title ot a I106K 

Just ont In my opinion It takee nnk 

with the best thought of the ttanei on th« 
subject Bvery eonoelvable phase ot ttala 
mytterlou subjeot ... Is. treated In the 
clearest •olentine manner. My ImpressloL 
on readhig it was, that all that is known 
on this subject up to date Is told here. It 
is a furtlficatlon behind which the thinker 
may feel himself secure. . .this very ex- 
ceptional book is the product of a m^tnr* 
and <»xceptloually-flne analytieiU mind."—'. 
J. B. Wilson, M. D., In the Mae Oraia 
Blade. 



Seventy-five Cents. 

Postpaid to any point within th* 

States. 



Foreign 10c extra. 
PnbUahed by the Anthor at 
854 I. Lee tt U« Asgelees 9a|s 





"No Beginning" 

•9S WUUam B. ICivla. 

THE lOBNITV Or "OOD- WITH . 
TUMt DKMONSTRATID. 

Tha only book of its kind is wrtit— oa^ 
Neat etoth binding. ISS paflaa, two atflklBC 
iUnatrations. 75 oenta, paper MndlBC It 
eeata. postpaid. 



Ik-jcli'ii i VikjiliKV-*! 

....^.i ii;viwJlkj.JI 



INaBRSOLL BEACON 10., 

IB I.A BALLS BTs, Cl ilCA B » 



